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Hawkhurst Annual Parish Assembly – 29th April 2013 
 

Held at Hawkhurst Primary School. 
 
 

1. In attendance were eleven Parish Councillors and TWBC Ward Members 
Cllrs Cunningham and Ms Palmer. Parish Cllr Fitzpatrick was unable to attend 
due to another commitment. 

 
2. PCSO Rob Spicer, Senior Community Warden Nigel Freeman, Community 

Warden Ros Tollhurst and Terry Hughes fro TWBC CSU was in attendance. 
 

3. There were about 20 members of the public in attendance. 
 

4. The meeting was chaired by Cllr Keith Brown, Chairman of the Parish 
Council. 

 
5. PCSO Rob Spicer presented and overview and summary of reported crime in 

the village over the last year. Levels remain remarkably low with just 125 
reported crimes during 2012. Several of these related to one individual 
following a spate of graffiti in various locations. The offender has been dealt 
with by the courts and most of the graffiti now removed. 

 
6. Terry Hughes from the Tunbridge Wells Community Safety Unit outlined the 

work of this multi-agency unit in dealing with a range of safety and protection 
matters such as preventing anti-social behaviour and vandalism. The 
Tunbridge Wells area is currently the safest place to live in Kent. 

 
7. The meeting expressed a general dissatisfaction with the poor service carried 

out by Kent Highway Services which had been highlighted in recent 
newspaper reports. There are still too many large potholes and broken 
surfaces on many of the local and main roads. The response by KHS in at 
least one bad situation, Horns Hill, is to place signage stating the surface is 
uneven. One resident did wish to congratulate KHS for their prompt response 
in resurfacing a section of footpath at Highgate following a fall and injury by a 
resident. Members requested the Ward Members to put pressure on KHS to 
get our local roads repaired and safe. 

 
8. With the imminent redevelopment of Bowles Lodge as an “assisted living” 

complex and the planned development of the Hawkhurst Castle site as a 
large nursing home, the meeting were concerned that this would put severe 
strain on the doctors’ medical practices in the village. This view has been 
confirmed by the surgery at Highgate but not supported at the Wish Valley 
surgery at The Moor. It was felt that as part of the TWBC Core Strategy and 
Allocations DPD consideration should be given to a site for an enlarged and 
modern medical facility. 

 
9. Other matters were discussed were the plans for the redevelopment of All 

Saints Church into residential use and the ability of the primary school to 
absorb more children in the event of a sudden influx of families into large 
scale housing developments.  

 
10. Cllr Brown thanked all for attending.  

 
11. The Parish Council would like to thank the Governors and staff of the primary 

school for the use of the school’s facilities. 
 

12. The meeting closed at 19:50. 


