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  Hawkhurst Parish Council   Meeting: Full Council 
   Date:  09

th
 Nov 2015 

        Ref:  nm.  

Copt Hall     Typed:  13
th
 Nov 2015 

            
PRESENT      
Mr. P Dartnell (Chairman), Mr. M Appelbe, Mr. G Davies, Mrs. A Hastie, Mr. J Hunt, Mrs. J Newman, 

Dr M Robertson, Mrs. B Weeden. 
           
ADDITIONAL CIRCULATION  
Mr. S Holden, Mrs. B Palmer, Mr. N. Gray, Mr. G. Bland.  
 

1 

1.1 

 

 

 

1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 
2.1 

Adjournment for public speaking. 
TWBC Cllr Beverley Palmer spoke of her sadness at the grant of the appeal for the development of 62 
houses on Highgate Hill. BW criticized KCC for refusing to speak up at the Inquiry about the 
longstanding and serious traffic problems at the Highgate crossroads. BP was pleased to report that 
there will be some free parking times leading up to Christmas for shoppers in Tunbridge Wells. 
KCC Cllr Sean Holden also criticized the decision to grant the planning. KCC were hindered by the lack 
of a definition for ‘severity’ where the NPPG is concerned in relation to traffic problems. For this reason 
they do not comment at Planning Inquiries for fear of applicant litigation. SH had also attended HPC and 
NDP Committee’s meeting with Matthew Balfour, Portfolio holder for Transport at KCC and Richard 
Eastham of Feria and Ben Hamilton-Baillie to discuss the potential in Hawkhurst for a free-flowing traffic 
scheme instead of the traffic lights. SH felt optimistic that there could be possibilities here, but repeated 
BH-B’s observation that you must be careful what you wish for as a solution for the traffic could attract 
additional development. SH reported that KCC were engaged in ongoing discussions on devolution of 
services and that a further Speedwatch meeting could be anticipated perhaps in early spring. 

 

Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received from Mrs. M Brinsley, Mr. B Fitzpatrick, Mr. P Jones, Mr. P Whittle and Mr. 
C Williamson  

 

3. 
3.1 

 

Declaration of interests: 
MA declared a personal interest in Correspondence Item 8.8 as he edits the Village Magazine and 
wrote the letter. 
JH declared a personal interest in Correspondence Item 8.9 as he knows Derek Sedge and of the Kent 
County Scout Group. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of previous meeting 
4.1 BW, supported by MR proposed acceptance of the Minutes of 12

th
 October 2015. This was accepted 

with 3 abstentions. 

 

5. 

 

Matters arising 
5.1 Transport. MA reported that he is still pursuing an improvement of the bus information with KCC.  

PD reported that a meeting was due on Weds 11
th
 November with KCC over the future of the Fowlers 

Park car park since TWBC were not renewing the lease. PD felt it was imperative to secure the car park 
for the village. JH agreed this is essential.  However HPC cannot afford the £2000 that TWBC were 
paying and would need to make this clear to KCC. Furthermore a great deal of the usage is school drop 
off and collection 3 times per day, which ought to mitigate the cost as its such a vital need for the 
community. All agreed. 

5.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth. JH reported that he had attended Streetcruizer the previous week and no KCC workers were in 
attendance which was unsatisfactory and alarming. 1 youth worker arrived but cannot work alone so he 
left. All agreed that it must be made clear to Streetcruizer that in these circumstances it must not 
operate without KCC trained staff. The Clerk will write to make this clear. As for the future, JH stated 
that HPC may consider putting Streetcruizer back in Fowlers Park to improve attendance and prevent 
disturbance of residents. It was further reported that WI felt unable to surrender its Wednesday evening 
slot once a month in favour of another venue in Hawkhurst. MB gave a written submission that 3 weeks 
at Copt Hall with a better structured youth club was preferable to Streetcruizer which seemed to have 
less appeal than it once had. It was agreed to set up a further meeting with Eddie Walsh of KCC to 
discuss options. AH suggested using Copt Hall in winter and the Sports Hall in the summer. 
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5.3 
 
 
5.4 

Police. JH reported that Crime statistics were 9 reports for October including 2 thefts from a car, 1 theft, 
2 criminal damage, 1 possession of a classified substance. There were 50% fewer crimes than the 
same time last year. 
Local Community 
PD reported that the Community Automated External Defibrillator is now installed on the front right wall 
of the Royal Oak Public House. It is fully automatic, giving spoken instructions so can be used by any 
member of the public, but a familiarisation session is planned at the Royal Oak for up to 50 people [ to 
be held at 7pm on December 7, attendees to register with the Clerk].  
Speedwatch – See comment from Cllr Sean Holden at Public Speaking. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Footpath Map – MR reported that the map has been printed and is now sitting in the Parish Office. The 
cost of a cabinet is rising due to increased costs in imported timber. He is meeting a second cabinet 
maker on November 10

th
 and aims to hit budget.  

HCT –The HCT held a meeting on October 28th to clarify the choice of structure of a new Trust with a 
solicitor from Whitehead Monckton on hand to advise. See Item 7 (iii) 
 

 

6 Reports of Committee Chairmen 
6.1 Buildings –.A meeting will be held on  23

rd
 November. AH suggested that when football courses are 

booked for spring or autumn, a £20 additional cleaning fee for the Sports Hall should be charged due to 
the wet and muddy conditions. All agreed. 
6.2 Land – MA reported that a meeting was held on October 26

th
 and that the minutes were sent out on 

9
th
 November. 

6.3 F&GP – PD reported that a meeting is due on 16
th
 November. The budget is the main item and with 

this in mind, he discussed the possibility of increasing the external caretaker’s hours by 1 hour a week 
for the express purpose of doing small jobs around the village particularly on uncut hedges, unmown 
verges, cleaning signs and maintaining passageways that normally KCC ought to do, but with the latest 
rounds of cuts, they have stated they are unlikely to be able to prioritise. PD, supported by JH proposed 
adding the cost of 1 hour a week to the budget to allow for village caretaker work. This was 
unanimously supported. 
Personnel – Caretaker appraisals have both been carried out. Nothing else to report. 
6.4 Fete – No report was taken. The Bonfire Society  and Fireworks evening takes place on November 
28

th
 and Hawkhurst Christmas Festival takes place on 12

th
 December. 

6.5 NDP – JN reported that the last meeting was on October 7
th
 and the next one would be on 

November 11
th
. The NDP Committee had recently had a very supportive meeting with the Planning 

Policy Team at TWBC. A call for sites had been discussed but there had been some confusion at 
TWBC about how the NDP will sit within the Local Plan. Greg Clark has confirmed that the NDP will be 
the primary document for Hawkhurst Parish. The latest Consultation Event had been held on November 
4-5. There had been 109 attendees, including some new visitors who hadn’t attended previous NDP 
events. The Draft NDP Policies document had been presented, with A3 versions for people to write 
comments into, which are now in the Library and Parish Office to invite further comment with a survey 
open to December 4

th
 to give comment and an agree/neutral/disagree option against each of the 15 

policies.  The document and survey are also available online at the HPC website, NDP page. The 
Committee also needs input from the residents and Members on: 
 - Where are the important views in Hawkhurst? They need to be pinpointed on a map. 
 - Where and what are the important small green spaces in Hawkhurst? 
JN will be on a 1 day seminar in London on November 25

th
 about the latest developments in 

Neighbourhood Planning. It is hoped to have Regulation 14 ready and with TWBC for the end of 
December for a 6 week consultation to begin in early January. Regulation 16 would then be ready for 
the end of March for TWBC’s consultation to begin in April, therefore the scheduling of the NDP project 
is running as planned. The various spin-off projects within the NDP are each progressing. A meeting 
was held about the Highgate crossroads on November 4

th
, which was very significant. Ben Hamilton-

Baillie attended 2 meetings – one with Matthew Balfour (Transportation and Environment Cabinet 
Member at KCC), Sean Holden, Feria, HPC and the NDP Committee and the other to debrief all of HPC 
and NDP Committee later in the day. He said that there were some difficulties but there was definitely 
scope to look further into the potential for a free-flowing traffic scheme. The next step would be to get a 
topographical survey of the junction, which HPC hopes that Sean Holden might fund. JN also reported 
that the Community Hall project was now starting within the Committee as they had been waiting for the 
Medical Centre Business case to be submitted since many of the sites under discussion are common to 
both projects. As for the call for sites, JN advised that the NDP Committee will consider the pros and 
cons of HPC making a call for sites and make a recommendation to HPC at the next Full Council 
Meeting for Full Council to decide. 
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7. Matters for further discussion 
7.1 FlixnPix .No volunteers stepped forward for the Committee. It was agreed to continue supporting the 
project and MA will make a call for a volunteer in the Village Magazine. 
7.2  
7.3 KALC CAS. Members were asked to make suggestions for nominees for the KALC Community 
Awards Scheme by Monday  November 16

th
. The Clerk will then circulate these for votes by December 

14th, the winner to be announced to the December 14
th
 Full Council Meeting. 

7.4 Community Centre Project. PD asked each Member’s view on whether HPC or the new trustees 
should take responsibility for a design for a new community centre.  BW said that HPC would pay for a 
design so it should commission it and pass it on to the new trustees to build. MB has sent a written 
submission with a similar view. BW felt it was HPC’s elected responsibility. PD disagreed and said that 
he felt that the new trust should commission the design from its own funds and carry it out. AH agreed 
with BW about the significance of HPC’s direct link with the electorate but if HPC has 4 trustee 
nominations, that link was honoured. MA felt HPC should approve the design. JN felt HPC would 
approve it when it came before it at the Planning Application stage. GD wants to see the village more 
involved, give more input and have more say in the building and agrees with PD and that the project 
had to get community interest. JH agrees that HPC must not abrogate its community responsibilities but 
its nomination of 4 trustees would achieve that. JN felt it was important that the trustees felt they had 
ownership of the project. MR agrees with BW’s sentiment but the structure of 4 nominee trustees meant 
HPC was well represented. MA agreed with MR.  PD, supported by AH proposed that the new trustees 
of HCT 2016 should own the design of the new village hall and pay for the design of the new village hall 
and should also appoint the architect. This was supported with 7 for and BW against.  
It was agreed that it was premature for HPC to try to identify community groups within the broader 
categories to nominate trustees at this early stage and could be dealt with in due course. 

  

 

8: Correspondence 

 
Date 
Received 

From Subject Action 

1 09.10.2015 KALC AGM invitation x 2 + Annual 
Report for 21.11.15 AM 

Noted. No Members 
volunteered to attend.  

2 09.10.15 A resident CC Heritage Plaque for the 
Tennis Club 

Noted 

3 09.10.15 Cllr Sean Holden Double tax for Civic Amenity 
Vehicle 

PD To raise at next 
Chairmen’s Meeting and 
report back. 

4 20.10.15 Local Govt Boundary 
Commission 

Consultation for Sevenoaks 
as required across Kent. 

Noted 

5 23.10.15 A resident CC Complaint to G Clark MP 
re planning application for 62 
houses on Highgate Hill, 
appeal granted. 

Noted. See Intro to S.10 
Planning. 

6 28.10.15 The Mayor TWBC Xmas Toy Appeal Noted 

7 30.10.15 A resident Planning Application 
15/505395 change of use to 
dog grooming business 

Noted. Assistant Clerk has 
made a reply for HPC. 

8 02.11.15 Hawkhurst Village 
Magazine 

Request for grant MA left the room. AH, 
supported by PD proposed 
that HPC shall offer £500 
and request sight of thye 
accounts after year-end. 
This was unanimously 
supported. 

9. 09.11.15    Hawkhurst Scouts Grant request towards the 
cost of erecting and fitting 
out a replacement shed.   

PD, supported by MA 
proposed that HPC make  a 
grant of £1000 from S.137 
funds. This was supported 
on the Chairman’s casting 
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vote with 4 in favour, 3 
abstentions and 1 against. 

9: Finance 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OCTOBER 2015 

   Accounts for payment  £       5,751.20  

Payment received  £          365.00  

Net Expenditure -£       5,386.20  

Cambridge & Counties 
Reserve  £     86,147.60  

Lloyds Current  £     10,000.00  

Lloyds Access Reserve  £   134,934.78  

Petty Cash  £            73.37  

 

9.1 Payments were examined and voted for unanimously.  

9.2 PD confirmed that he had checked the petty cash and the bank rec. 

10. Planning 
Highgate Hill Appeal – The Clerk had checked third party rights of appeal relating to planning applications. 
They sit with the applicant. Only an action for judicial review is available at high financial cost and the 
possibility of a repeat of the same decision as only the process not the decision may be challenged.  It was 
agreed that the Clerk should write to Greg Clark, registering HPC’s extreme disapproval as the decision was 
largely based on TWBC’s failure to maintain adequate land supply. TW did not meet its planning obligations 
whereas Hawkhurst most certainly has.  This kills localism. Hawkhurst is overproviding on its allocation, AONB 
should have been protected and the Inspector said TWBC’s 2014 refusal had not been unreasonable.  
On December 8

th
, PD will make a statement to the Examiner of the SADPD. It was agreed that HPC’s position 

remains to support the brownfield sites.  

10.1. Planning & Highways Information:  

 

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments 

13.10.15 Kent & Medway 
Safety Camera 
Partnership 

Report re: 
Hawkhurst Sep 
2014 

 

19.10.15 TWBC Planning 
System 
Maintenance and 
upgrades 

Downtimes from 
November to 
February 

 

19.10.15 15/508465/SUB Old Moor Post 
Office 

Roof construction details 

23.10.15 TPO OS Plot 2074, High 
Street 

Vintage Silver Birch, Vintage 
Hornbeam 

28.10.15 Speedwatch Latest stats for 
October  

 

02.11.15 TWBC Planning Planning & Design 
Workshop 

Additions to historic buildings 

15/504609/FULL New dwelling with 
annex joined by 
glazed link and 3 
bay garage 

OS PLOT 2074  
High Street 
Hawkhurst 

Before Planning Committee after 
call-in 11.11.15. Officer 
recommendation: refusal 

 

10.2 Planning TWBC Approved:  
 

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

15/506854/FULL Part conversion of garage to home Merrymead Water  
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office and changes to fenestration Lane 

15/506550/LBC Listed building consent for a community 
automatic defibrillator to be added to 
outside wall 

Royal Oak Hotel, Rye 
Road 

 

15/505908/FULL Creation of sand school 1 Springfield Cottages, 
Sopers Lane 

 

15/507384/SUB Details per Condtition 3c New windows 
and doors 

Old Moor Post Office, 
The Moor 

 

15/508154/SUB Details of Joinery re: 15/504400 per 
Condition 3 

Weald House, Ockley 
Road 

 

15/506881/FULL New building for storing equipment & 
machinery, a work area, office and WC. 

Marlborough House 
School, High Street 

 

15/508282/SUB Details of slate tiles re: 12/03454 
Condition 3 

Little Manor, High 
Street 

 

 
10.3 Planning TWBC Refused:  

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

 None   

 
10.4 Planning Applications 

Nu

mb

er 

Applicatio

n No 

Proposal Location Comments Decisio

n 

Agree Against Abstain Plan 

Cttee 

63 15/508121/
FULL 

Removal of Condition 9 
to remove dormer 
windows from SE 
elevation, insert new 
window in NE elevation 
for opening clear glazed 
window to 3rd bedroom. 

Watkins & 
Doncaster, 
Conghurst 
Lane 

 Agree 7  JN N 

64 15/508107/
FULL 

Erection of 2 storey side 
extension, front 
extension with 
verandah, new garage 
replacing lean-to car 
port, alterations to 
windows and new 
feature roof gables 

Eshott, 
Theobalds 

 Agree 6 BW JN N 

65 15/508183/
FULL 

Joint application to 
demolish dilapidated 
garden room at no.11 
and conservatory at 
no.19 and construction 
of a 2 storey extension 
each; extension of 
residential curtilage by 
10m. 

11 and 19 
Smugglers 

 Agree 7  JN N 

66 15/508231/
FULL 

LBC for conversion of 
Coach House into 1 bed 
dwelling with ancillary 
parking 

Weald 
House, 
Ockley Road 

 Agree 6 BW JN N 

67 15/508486/
FULL 

Remodel existing 
bungalow to include 
demolition of rear 
conservatory, brick 
outbuilding, dormer 
extension and remove 
chimney stacks. 
Replacement windows & 
doors and slate tiled 

Green 
Lawns, 
Stream Lane 

 Agree 7  JN N 
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roof. Erection of new 
side and rear extension, 
entrance porch and 
replacement garage. 

68 15/508507/
FULL 

Demolition of existing 
outbuildings and 
erection of 4 dwellings 
(2 pairs of semi-
detached 3 bed units) 
with associated car 
parking and landscape 
works. 

Davis 
Builders Ltd, 
Northgrove 
Road 

 Agree 7  JN N 

69 15/508083/
FULL 

Change of use of retail 
shop area to domestic 
living room. 

Septimus 
Quayle's 
Emporium, 
Ockley Road 

 Agree 7  JN N 

70 15/508611/
TCA 

Conservation area 
notification to fell 2 Birch 
and 1 maple and reduce 
crown 30% on 1 birch 
and 1 maple 

Highgate 
service 
Station, Rye 
Road 

 Agree 6  JN, MA N 

71 15/508109/
TCA 

Conservation area 
notification to repollard 1 
Lime and remove younf 
stems 

6 Queens 
Mews, Rye 
Road 

Passed by 
TWBC with 
no 
objection 

    N 

 

10 Burials and Memorial 

Interment Date Deceased  

 None  
 

12 

 

Notes and Information 
RE: Item 1, it was agreed that The Clerk would write to Hospice in the Weald to express HPC’s 
support for a site in Hawkhurst. 
 

 

 Date from subject 

1 16.10.15 The Courier Report re: Cottage Hospice initiative possibly including 
Hawkhurst 

2 19.10.15 KALC The Parish News 

3 21.10.15 TWBC Chairmen’s Meeting Full Minutes from 01.09.2015 
 

13 
13.1 
 

Confidential 
None 

14 Closure 
14.1 The meeting closed at 21.00. 
  

15 Future Meetings 
15.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at Copt Hall on Monday 9

th
 November 2015 commencing at 

19:45.  
 

 
 
Signed…………………………………………Date…………………………………. 

Peter Dartnell, Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
 
 


