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  Hawkhurst Parish Council   Meeting: Full Council 
   Date:  10th Apr 2017 

        Ref:  NG.  
Copt Hall     Typed:  12th Apr 2017 
            
PRESENT      
Mrs. J Newman (Chairman), Mrs. M Brinsley, Miss M. Cronin, Mr. P Dartnell, Mr. B Fitzpatrick, Mr. J 
Hunt, Dr M Robertson, Mrs. B Weeden (arrived at 20.03) and Mr. P Whittle.  
           
ADDITIONAL CIRCULATION  
Mr. S Holden, Mrs. B Palmer, Mr. N. Gray, Mr. G. Bland.  
 

1 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
2.1 

Adjournment for public speaking. 
A resident spoke in relation to the 15 letters that had been received [one was later found to be a duplicate and 
counted twice, making 14] by the Parish Council, expressing concern in relation to Call for Sites Site 52 on Horns 
Road. He wished to know if the Members could express any views on the content of the letters. JN replied that the 
Parish Councillors were not in a position to offer views at this stage and that a letter explaining this would be sent 
to each of the correspondents. This is because views cannot be expressed by councillors on a matter that may 
require a decision from them, until a decision is before a council meeting to be made, otherwise any councillor so 
doing will be excluded from participating in the vote on that decision. This is called fettering one’s discretion. JN 
then went on to say that of course the Parish Council does very much welcome receiving views from residents. 
The resident then asked if there had been any further contact between Wealden Homes and the Parish Council. 
The Clerk replied that there had been no contact since the last Full Council Meeting and only one short phone call 
immediately following the release of the meeting notes of 28th February 2017, as she remembered. 
TWBC Cllr Godfrey Bland addressed the meeting. He mentioned that all new documents relating to the formation 
of the new Local Plan are going onto the Planning Policy pages of the TWBC website. GB alerted those present 
that plans are under discussion at TWBC to charge for collection of garden waste from brown bins. The move is 
designed to save money but is unpopular amongst TWBC Members. However TWBC is the only one amongst 
itself and its neighbouring boroughs that does not already do so. The model in Ashford has been looked at. The 
provision of small black bins for the recycling of food waste is also being looked at. In regard to planning matters, 
GB reminded those present that TWBC are no longer writing to neighbouring properties of sites becoming the 
subject of a planning application. Instead, they are putting up site notices (and may put up more than one). There 
is a facility on the TWBC website planning portal to be informed by email of applications received within a radius 
set by the subscriber. JN suggested this be mentioned in the Village Magazine. The Clerk mentioned that the link 
has been put in a Parish Council Facebook post and on the Useful Links section of the Parish Council website 
homepage. MB stated that this will leave many residents who lack access to computers disadvantaged. She also 
finds the portal unreliable and difficult to use, suggesting TWBC should get its technology right before imposing a 
move such as this. MC stated that she worries that people will not be aware that they need to register and thereby 
applications may go ‘under the radar’. GB said he would take these points back to the relevant people at TWBC 
and that the new arrangement will be reported in TWBC’s free ‘Local’ publication that goes to all homes. GB 
explained that the move was intended to save money because the fees received for planning applications leave a 
shortfall of  £1million a year against the costs. The government notion of ;user pays’ does not equate to the 
freedom of the Boroughs to charge the actual cost. 
BW joined the meeting. 
 
Apologies for Absence: 
Apologies were received from Mrs. A Hastie, Mr. P Jones, and Mr. S Spanswick, TWBC Cllr Beverely 
Palmer. Mr. M Appelbe was absent. 
 

3. 
3.1 
 

Declaration of interests: 
BW declared a pecuniary interest in Correspondence Items 8.8 to 8.16 and 8.19 to 8.24 inclusive as she owns the 
property that is the subject of the letters and of the meeting and will leave the room when they are discussed. 
 

4. Approval and Noting of minutes of previous meetings 
4.1 
 
 
 
 

i) The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2017 were received. 
ii) The minutes of the F&GP Committee 20th February, the Buildings Committee 27th February and the Fete 
Committee 13th and 27th March were noted. 
 
Matters Arising from the Minutes  
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4.2 i) HCT 2016 – A wording for the public notice for at least 2 ‘elected’ trustees has been agreed but has not yet 
been published. The current CIO trustees need to hold a short formal meeting to decide to do this. JN urged PD 
and AH to treat this as a priority, which PD agreed to do (4.2(i) from 13.03.17) 
 

5. 
5.1 

Standing reports 
Transport. PW reported that he had attended the TWBC Public Transport Forum on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Tunbridge Wells and Paddock Wood had dominated the discussion. PW spoke to the new area manager at Arriva 
about concerns over the Maidstone school service back to Cranbrook and Hawkhurst, its reliability problems and it 
terminating frequently in Cranbrook. He also highlighted the lack of awareness that bus times were unsuitable for 
Hawkhurst commuters. The Cranbrook representative had similar concerns. There was good news that the 
Hastings Sunday Stagecoach 349 service had been reinstated through to Cranbrook and was connecting well with 
the Arriva 5 service to Maidstone. PW felt the PTF and bus companies needed more awareness of rural 
communities and he will follow up with the Arriva contact. PW has agreed to represent the Parish Council at this 
Forum, the next one taking place in July. BW suggested that JN takes the rural transport issues to the Chairmens 
Meeting and the Clerk mentioned that Cllr Beverley Palmer has been asked to take them to TWBC Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee. 

5.2 
 
5.3 
 
 
 
5.4 
 

Youth.  JH has attended Youth Club twice recently and found no particular issues. It was unanimously agreed that 
this item would in future be brought up only as necessary in future.  
Police. JH reported that there were 17 crimes in March – 1 burglary, 1 attempted burglary, 1 burglary other than a 
dwelling, 2 thefts, 1 criminal damage, 1 threat to cause criminal damage, 1 using threatening words and 
behaviour, 2 harassment, 6 assaults and 1 publishing obscene literature. The PCSO wished to alert residents that 
outside buildings are currently being targeted and to make them secure. 
Local community. 

a. Community Speedwatch.  The latest statistics at Item 12.12 show that there is still a considerable 
speeding problem in Hawkhurst. JN explained that since the notification that Speedwatch data is not to be 
used to inform locations for a speed camera (instead of waiting for serious injury and death statistics), she 
has challenged KCC who ‘reassure’ her that no final decision has yet been taken.  

b. Footpaths – MR reported that a young village volunteer is due to start litter and leaf clearance as 
community work towards his Duke of Edinburgh award after Easter. JH noted that the footpath bridge on 
the Sussex Way at East Heath (between Stream Lane and Conghurst Lane) has now been impressively 
repaired at a cost of £17K and the footpath re-opened. MC noted that footpaths are frequently used as 
access for burglary and perhaps MA could make a mention in the Village magazine that residents should 
be particularly aware of the risk to their outbuildings. 

c. Car Parking. See Item 7 (ii). 
d. New community hall –PD reported that a formal request for pre-application advice is being sought from 

planning officers at TWBC.  JH asked how many sites are being considered. JN answered 12. MB 
suggested that the list be recirculated. JN stated that Members had already seen it. PD reported that he 
had also attended a Rural Kent Community Hall Convention and found it very useful. Representatives 
from 20 halls across Kent attended. Hawkhurst was the only parish council running a hall, other halls all 
run by their own trust. There was a lot of emphasis in the wisdom of the trusts converting to CIOs so PD 
felt HPC was taking the right action in creating a CIO to run the new community hall for Hawkhurst. PD 
had asked how trusts hired clerks etc but wa told the trustees covered all these tasks themselves. He was 
impressed with the commitment and enthusiasm shown by the trustees he met. They said it was 
becoming harder to find new trustees. Much emphasis was put by the speakers on the need for trustees to 
focus on health and safety, saying it should be a standing item on their agendas. PD will take this idea to 
Buildings Committee.  

 
6. 
6.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2 
 
 
 
 

Reports of Committee Chairmen 
Buildings – BF – no new meeting was held. BF and the Clerk had a further meeting with Streetlights to clarify the 
potential LED proposals. This will be presented at the next Committee meeting on April 25th. A fresh quote has 
been sought to mend the front windows at the Parish Office. It had been £3.5K but had increased to £5.5K. 
Separately, pre-application advice had been sought in relation to replacing the window frames due to the 
Conservation Area and the advice received from the Conservation Officer was to repair if at all possible. Quotes 
are therefore now being sought to repair rotted sections only. BF and The Clerk are to meet with Kino to see their 
plans for building improvements. 
Land – MR reported that he feels that links between his Committee and the Fete Committee should be stronger 
and he plans to meet with Tina Cobbold, Chair of Fete Committee on a regular basis. He is grateful to John Hunt 
for volunteering to join Fete Committee but will mention to TC that their meetings clash with Full Council Meetings. 
MC is taking over temporary responsibility for the allotments whilst PJ recovers from his recent bout of illness. 3 
Quotes have been sought for replacement picnic benches following the theft Tates have quoted £437  with 
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6.3 
6.4 
6.5 
6.6 
 
7. 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
7.2 
 
 
 
 
 
7.3 
 
 
 
 
 
7.4 
 
 
 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tamper-proof bolts and setting into the ground, a metal version was quoted at over £1,000 and a third company 
failed to quote. MC suggested engraving the new bench to make it less attractive to thieves. MR, supported by MB 
proposed that The Parish Council accepts the quotation from Tates to replace one stolen picnic bench. This was 
unanimously agreed. MR reported that a site meeting of the Committee had taken place at Heartenoak for the 
siting of the new outdoor gym. A location between the mound at the end of the cable run and the start of the 
football pitch and the boundary fence had been chosen as it will not detract from the other uses and will also have 
a stunning view. The new climbing frame has now been installed on KGV playing field and been well received and 
well used. A grant has also been received from KCC for new equipment. A replacement slide was considered, but 
it is believed it can be satisfactorily mended and a new slide is very expensive. MR is seeking references from 
other parishes relating to a metal fabricators he has been informed of. He has also been contacted by a third 
company that can carry out ROSPA accredited repairs.  
F&GP – NTR. Next meeting 2nd May. 
Personnel – MB – See Item 7 (i). 
Fete – Minutes noted. 
NDP – JN – A meeting is due on April 11th to discuss a wording submission from Feria. See also item 13 (i). 
 
Matters for further discussion 
Lone Worker Policy - MB – The issue of keeping the front office door locked when only one Member of staff or 
Member was present was discussed at length. PW suggested a door bell. MR strongly recommended locking the 
door. BW and BF suggested a hand-held alarm or panic button. MC suggested a buzzer or voice entry system. 
Concensus amongst Members settled on an entry phone. MB will review it and bring it back to the next meeting. 
MB suggested that the policy become part of the Risk Assessment and be reviewed annually.  
Asset of Community Value – MB reminded Members that Greg Clarke’s office had contacted the Fire Service to 
ascertain the status of the fire station site. There are no plans to change its use and GC therefore recommended 
registering the site as an ACV to entitle the Parish Council to a 6 month window in which to make an proposal for 
community use in the event of a change of plans in the future. In particular it would make a good location for a 
future car park. MB, supported by JN proposed that Hawkhurst Parish Council registers the Fire Station in Ockley 
Road as an Asset of Community Value. This was unanimously agreed. 
Insurance Renewal – Clerk explained that 3 quotes had been sought from Came & Co, AON and Zurich. Zurich 
failed to return with a quote, which was not felt to be encouraging and AON stated that Came & Co as our broker 
had sourced Arriva, which they would too so they could not counter-quote. The Clerk expressed her confidence in 
the service thus far received from Came & Co and their understanding of the specialist parish council sector. Also, 
the premium was slightly lower than in 2016. PW, supported by JH proposed Hawkhurst Parish Council renews its 
insurance policy with Came & Co for 2017/18. This was unanimously supported. 
TWBC Landscape Character Assessment. MR reported that Land Committee had been asked by JN to review this 
newly released report and the sections relating to Hawkhurst, classified as Wooded Farmland, and to Bedgebury. 
MB had an addition for the evaluation that had resulted, relating to Whites Wood. The Clerk will assimilate it and 
send it to David Scully at TWBC.  The LC Assessment was felt to be a very positive document. 

Correspondence – BW left the room for items 8-16 and 19-24. 

 
Date 
Receive
d 

From Subject Action 

1 18.03.1
7 

A resident Request for a skatepark The Clerk has made a 
response and a 
petition is believed to 
now be underway. 

2 18.03.1
7 

A further 
resident 

Request for a skatepark The Clerk has made a 
response and a 
petition is believed to 
now be underway. 

3 30.03.1
7 

Kent Surrey 
Sussex Air 
Ambulance 

Thank you for £100 donation Noted 

4 30.03.1
7 

John Bercow 
MP, Houses of 
Parliament 

UK Parliament Week Noted 

5 30.03.1
7 

A resident Parking problems in Fairview The Deputy Clerk has 
made a response and 
informed the PCSO. 
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6 31.03.1
7 

The Samaritans 
Tunbridge Wells 

Thank you for £100 donation Noted. 

7 04.04.1
7 

TWBC Successful application for  grant of £2,750 
towards play equipment 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

8 30.03.1
7 

A resident Concern about various aspects of a potential 
development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

9 30.03.1
7 

A further 
resident 

Concern about various aspects of a potential 
development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

10 04.04.1
7 

A further 
resident 

Concern about various aspects of a potential 
development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

11 04.04.1
7 

A further 
resident 

Concern about various aspects of a potential 
development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

12 04.04.1
7 

A further 
resident 

Concern about various aspects of a potential 
development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

13 23.03.1
7 

A resident CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

14 23.03.1
7 

A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

15 27.03.1
7 

A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

16 04.04.1
7 

A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

17 05.04.17 Hawkhurst 
Scout Leader 

Thanks for £100 donation and benefit of 
improved HQ. 

Noted 

18 05.04.17 Kino Concern at new Business Rates Valuation and 
severe impact of 700% rise in bill. 

Noted. Transitional 
Relief to apply. 

19 07.04.17 A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

20 07.04.17 A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

21 10.04.17 A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

22 10.04.17 A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 

23 10.04.17 A further 
resident 

CC of letter to Head of Planning, TWBC 
expressing concern about various aspects of a 
potential development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response, to 
be CC-ed to Head of 
Planning TWBC. 



 Hawkhurst Parish Council 
 

Macintosh HD:Users:nicolemalem:Desktop:PC Minutes 10 Apr 2017.doc   Page 5 of 5 
 

24 10.04.17 A further 
resident 

Concern about various aspects of a potential 
development on Site 52, Horns Road. 

Members have agreed 
a written response. 

25 10.04.17 Lloyds Bank Branch to close on 05.09.2017 Noted with concern. 
JN to update TWBC 
for Settlement and 
Function Study.  

 

9: Finance 
9. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE MARCH 2017 

   Accounts for payment  £     12,499.28  
Payment received  £       11,727.13  
Net Expenditure -£       2,107.45  
Cambridge & Counties   £     75,000.00  
Cambridge Building Society  £     75,088.42  
Lloyds Current  £     10,391.83  
Lloyds Access Reserve  £     63,686.95  
Petty Cash  £            13.41  

9.1 Payments were examined and voted for unanimously.  

9.2 JN informed Members that she had checked the bank rec. and the petty cash.  

 

10. Planning 

10.1. Planning & Highways Information:  

TWBC for Settlement and Function Study. JN to query ‘combined’ scores of The Moor and Highgate as they 

create scores of 7 where a maximum should be 4. Also, Hawkhurst has the 8th largest settlement population but is 

listed 3rd in line for development. MC stated that she found it surprising that Hawkhurst is listed above settlements 

like Rusthall and Pembury whose populations exceed Hawkhurst and which have better transport links and close 

access to a huge range of facilities. The next important consultation for the Local Plan will be the Issues and 

Options Study from May 2nd. All links will be on the TWBC Planning Portal under Policy, Local Plan. 
 
Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments 
KCC Highways Road Closure 10th 

April for 3 days 7am 
– 7pm 

Slip Mill Road from 
A268 to Slip Mill Lane 

Patching repairs 

KCC Highways Road Closure 24th 
May for 10 working 
days  

Stream Lane, Thorpes 
Farm House 

UKPN electrical cable works. 

KCC PROW 
service 

Diversion of footpath 
WC187, 2 options. 

Field adjacent to 
Duvals Farmhouse 

Views by April 28th 2017. 

TWBC Planning Pre-App advice re 
Replacement of 
leaking and rotting 
windows.  

At Parish Office, The 
Moor. 

Prefer repair to replacement. 

TWBC Tree 
Officer 

Tree Protection 
Order 

6 Church Walk 6 trees and 2 groups of trees. 

Pothole Blitz - KCC have been awarded government funding for a specific attack on potholes. As many as 

possible should be reported to the KCC Highways  Report a Fault web page. 
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 10.2 Planning TWBC Approved:  
 

Ref Proposal Location Comments/Valid 
17/00261/FULL Erection of 2 outbuildings – garage and 

gym and acoustic fence. Demolition of 2 
sheds. 

Wyndham House, 
Delmonden Lane 

Green of fence to 
be approved. No 
external lighting 
without approval. 

17/00179/FULL Single storey rear extension with re-
pitching of part of main roof. 

18 Oakfield  

17/00310/FULL Single storey rear extension to replace 
conservatory 

5 School Terrace  

17/00312/FULL Rear extension, loft conversion and roof 
improvements 

14 Fieldways  

17/00661/FULL Single storet extension to front 
elevation 

Ashwood, Copthall 
Avenue 

 

17/00240/LAWP
RO 

Lawful Development Certificate for 
proposed conversion of 2 bedsits into a 
2 bed flat. 

Springetts 
Almshouses, Horns 
Road 

 

17/00414/FULL Internal and external alterations 
including new chimneys 

Fairwinds, Tongswood 
Drive 

 

17/00421/FULL Construction of Porch to front elevation 2 Gingerbread Lane  

 

10.3 Planning TWBC Refused:  
Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 
17/00168/NMAM
D Non material amendment to 

reduce the roof pitch, remove 
dormers and reduce bulk of 
roof by 8.31m3  

Tubslake Farm, 
Water Lane 

Amendments would materially change 
the building from the original scheme 
15/504959/FULL and therefore require 
a new application. 

17/00383/FULL Erection of 1 detached 1 bed 
starter home with access, 
parking and landscaping. 

2 Belgrave, 
Woodbury Rd 

Dwelling at odds with the streetscene 
and have detrimental impact on 
character and appearance of area. 
Unacceptable loss of light to adjacent 
property. 

 
10.4 Planning Applications 
 
Nu
mb
er 

Applicati
on No 

Proposal Location Comments Decisi
on 

Agre
e 

Ag
ain
st 

Ab
stai

n 

Pla
n 

Ctt
ee 

1 17/00727/
LBC 

LBC for covering 
of existing lead 
valley with timber 
roof boarding and 
overlay with fibre 
glass (works 
carried out) 

Stone Rock 
House, 
High Street 

Members felt that the responsibility of 
owning a listed building is clear and 
that original materials should be 
planned for, for maintenance and 
used. 

Agains
t 

JH, 
MC 

7 0 N 

2 17/00737/
FULL 

First floor and 
roof extension, 
detached garage, 
alterations to 
fenestration, 
raised terrace and 
external materials 

Yew Tree 
Cottage, 
Water Lane 

Reflecting on the reasons for refusal 
of 16/07537, Members felt that 
despite the reduced height of this 
application, the proposal would still 
be of a scale, site and design that 
would be considerably more 
prominent in the countryside than at 
present on a very rural lane  and 
adversely impacting on AONB 

Agains
t 

0 7 2 N 



 Hawkhurst Parish Council 
 

Macintosh HD:Users:nicolemalem:Desktop:PC Minutes 10 Apr 2017.doc   Page 7 of 5 
 

countryside. 
 
     Burials and Memorial 
Interment Date Deceased  
 None  

 
12. 

 

 
Notes and Information 

 

 Date from subject 
1. 09.03.17 KALC Rural Affairs Conference, attended by JH 
2. 14.03.17 Lord Lieutenant Service of Thanksgiving for Public Service in Kent 
3. 15.03.17 Opening Ceremony  Bowles Lodge. Attended by MB and NG 
4. 23.03.17 Kent Design  Neighbourhood Planning Design Surgery, attended by and 

presented at by JN. 
5. 23.03.17 KALC Planning Conference – no attendance but training offered 

by TWBC. Clerk to explore for June. 
6. 24.03.17 Transport Accessibility 

Group 
Minutes re: 349 summer service and Arriva 5 Sunday 
Service 

7. 30.03.17 UKPN Stay Connected newsletter 
8. March 2017 NALC DEVO+ Case for Local Authority devolution. 
9. 31.03.17 Overview & Scrutiny TWBC Minutes and Interim report on Rural Speeding 
10. 31.03.17 Overview & Scrutiny TWBC Minutes and Final report on Recycling/Household Waste. 

JN stated that doorstep glass and food collections cannot 
be an alternative to the Civic Amenity Vehicle. MC 
commented that domestic waste bins now overflow and 
residents are confused by the new CAV timetable. 

11. 03.04.17 TWBC Parish Chairmens Group Minutes 
12. 05.04.17 TWBC Minutes of Planning and Transportation Cabinet Advisory 

Board and representation by JN re: Draft Issues and 
Options Consultation. 

13. 10.04.17 Speedwatch Statistics for March demonstrating high levels of speeding. 
14. 10.04.17 South East Water Invitation to workshop Pembury 05.05.17 10:00-14:00 with 

lunch. BF to attend. 
 

13. 
13.1 
 

Confidential 
JN gave an overview of recent meetings held with TWBC and Feria with the aim of moving the NDP 
forward, following the Examiners comments and expert opinion on them.  

14. Closure 
14.1 The meeting closed at 21.37 
  
15. Future Meetings 
15.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at Copt Hall on Monday 8th May 2017 commencing at 19:45.  

 
 
Signed…………………………………………Date…………………………………. 

Julia Newman, Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
 


