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  Hawkhurst Parish Council   Meeting: Full Council 
   Date:  11

th
 Jan 2015 

        Ref:  nm.  

Copt Hall     Typed:  13
th
 Jan 2015 

            
PRESENT      
Mr. P Dartnell (Chairman), Mr. M Appelbe, Mrs. M Brinsley, Mr. G Davies, Mr. B Fitzpatrick, Mrs. A 
Hastie, Mr. J Hunt, Mr. P Jones, Mrs. J Newman, Dr M Robertson, Mrs. B Weeden, Mr. P Whittle and 
Mr. C Williamson. 
           
ADDITIONAL CIRCULATION  
Mr. S Holden, Mrs. B Palmer, Mr. N. Gray, Mr. G. Bland.  
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1.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 
2.1 

Adjournment for public speaking. 
Jeremy Cross, Chief Officer, Tunbridge Wells & District Citizens Advice addressed the meeting. 
Between the Cranbrook and Tunbridge Wells Offices, TW CAB saw 5,800 clients in 2014-2015. They 
had an average of 3 problems per client and dealt with issues like debt, housing, employment issues 
(this was higher in rural areas).They saw 145 residents from Hawkhurst with 375 different problems. 
Through negotiation with creditors, they got £170,000 of debt written off and identified £500,000 of 
unclaimed benefits. For each £1 of CAB’s time, they identify £10 of unclaimed benefits. The service is 
confidential, impartial and free, with no time limit. Their biggest resource is 120 volunteers, giving 
29,000 hours of their time. All are trained and bring their own life skills. TW CAB contact people using 
telephone, email and skype. The Weald Service is an appointment system a locations local to you – in 
Hawkhurst’s case, either WRAP or the HPC Office at The Moor. It is also possible to book a home visit. 
Appointment times are typically for 2 weeks hence but by telephone, can be same day if urgent or within 
48 hours if not. 
Mike Armitage and Penny Ansell of Speedwatch addressed the meeting. The group has been collecting 
speeding stats in Hawkhurst since August 2013. Their latest data suggests a losing battle against 
speeding here on the 5 main roads into the village, despite many letters of caution from Kent Police to 
those identified. Most offenders are local residents and businesses. Obtaining speed cameras and 
speed camera signage is dependent on high statistics, but with access to the SID machine only 1 week 
in 5, they feel that Hawkhurst is not making its case strongly enough, despite being far ahead of other 
Kent locations in identified speeding thanks to the Speedwatch team. MA and PA have been shown a 
newer SID by the manufacturer that identifies more speeding more clearly. The cost is £2145 + VAT. 
They feel that if Hawkhurst owned one of these machines and had exclusive use, the level of stats 
would put strong pressure on KCC to agree to providing better road signage.  PD agreed to discuss this 
with Cllr Sean Holden. MA and PA also mentioned that they need volunteers for Cranbrook Rd and Rye 
Rd. 

Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received from Cllr B Palmer. 
 

3. 
3.1 

 

Declaration of interests: 
PJ declared a personal interest for planning applications 82 and 83 as he is a Trustee of Dunks 
Almshouses. He also declared a personal interest in item 5 (2) Youth Matters as he is Chair of the 
Royal British Legion. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of previous meeting 
4.1 PD proposed acceptance of the Minutes of 14

th
 December 2015, all agreed. 

 

5. 

 

Matters arising 
5.1 Transport. MA reported that he is pursuing a correction to the bus information at the bus stop outside 

Dunks with Arriva. 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth. JH reported that a meeting was held on December 22
nd

 with Eddie Walsh of KCC to discuss a 
proposal for a youth club for 11-14s at The Royal British Legion Hall every Wednesday evening. RBL 
have since confirmed that a regular booking at 5.15 – 7.00 is available and they would like to support 
the Youth of Hawkhurst in this way. EW has since confirmed that KCC plan to start the new Youth Club 
on Weds Feb 24

th
. Streetcruizer will attend at KGV until January 27

th
. KCC’s youth workers will then 

work in Hawkhurst and local schools to make contact with local 11-14s and steer them towards the new 
Youth Club at RBL.  Posters will be put up across the village and schools and printed in the Village 
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5.3 
 
 
5.4 

Magazine.  The Clerk is to approach Tesco for a donation of food and drink to support the new Club. 
MB proposed a vote of thanks to PJ who through his Chairmanship of RBL has shown such support 
towards the new Youth Club. 
Police. JH reported that Crime statistics were extremely low at 6 reports for December, including 2 
thefts, 1 burglary other than a dwelling, 1 possession of a classified substance and 1 assault and 1 
harassment. 
Local Community 
Speedwatch – see Item 1.2. F&GP will discuss spare resources forecast for year-end in February and 
any potential beneficiaries of it will be discussed at Full Council on March 14

th
. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Footpath Map – MR asked the Clerk to write and confirm the order for the cabinet for the map at £680. 
MR also met with KCC Footpaths Officer J Bibby in relation to the NDP but he also discussed the poor 
state of many of Hawkhurst’s footways.  JB would welcome a PC contact for footpaths and MR 
volunteered, to the agreement of the Members. The Clerk will write to KCC again about footways and 
the High Street route to the Cottage Hospital in particular. 
HCT – NTR 
 

 
6.1 
 
 
6.2 
 
 
 
 
6.3 
 
6.4 
6.5 
 
6.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Reports of Committee Chairmen 
Buildings – The next meeting will be held on 25

th
 January. Installation of the aluminium sheets on the 

Copt Hall doors is due shortly. The Clerk will chase the letter to Hurstway re: parking in Copt Hall car 
park. A keysafe is to be obtained. 
Land – CW reported that a meeting was held on 21

st
 December. Quotes have been obtained for repairs 

to play equipment. AH has put in an application to Sports England to create a new MUGA (Multi-Use 
Games Area). AH will apply for pitch-improvement funding in April/May. PD thanked AH for all her 
considerable hard work on this. Some enforcement action of cemetery rules will be taking place in 
coming weeks. 
F&GP – Members agreed to move the next meeting from January to February 15

th
 to more accurately 

asses the year-end position.  
Personnel –NTR. 
Fete –CW reported that the Christmas trees were all taken down last week. The Committee is yet to 
meet and no decision has yet been taken in relation to a summer fete for 2016. 
NDP – JN reported that the last meeting was on January 6

th
. TWBC Planning Team’s comments on the 

Hawkhurst NDP had been considered by the Planning Committee. In relation to the Team’s comments 
about NDP H04 Design Policy supporting vernacular style, the Committee felt the Team’s critique 
should be softened in the light of NPPF guidance. The topographical survey has now been done and is 
with feria, who will liaise also with Ben Hamilton-Baillie. As for sports provision, the priority is the MUGA 
project, then pitch drainage and then refurbishment of the Sports Pavilion. The site identification project 
for a new medical centre is now being discussed by the doctors and the NHS. All Saints was discussed 
as a confidential item at 13.2. JN now has information on how a community consultation can be carried 
out for a rise in precept for a specific purpose. PD will mention the possibility of this consultation in his 
next Village Magazine article. MR is making progress on Green Links and MB has worked on a new 
project, that being Historical Hawkhurst, using information from the High Weald AONB Unit. Feria will 
show 2 ways of reinforcing the NDP’s AONB policies: adoption of the HW AONB Management Plan and 
the 2000 CROW (Country Rights of Way) Act. Ancient woodland, historic routeways and farmsteads will 
also be referred to in the NDP and an archaeological survey will be requested for new developments. It 
is hoped to have the Regulation 14 document by mid-Jan. HPC carries out the R14 6 week 
consultation, contacting all stakeholders including adjacent boroughs and parishes.  
 

Matters for further discussion 
Hop-Pickers Line. MR announced that at a meeting of the Hop Pickers Heritage Group the previous 
week, it had been agreed to lift the obligation of confidentiality on the Group’s work. David Scully 
(Landscape Officer for TWBC) is now involved with the Group and an archaeology report has been 
received. Funds for waymarkers and signs have been acquired to mark the line’s old route, but 
landowners along the route have not agreed to the creation of a leisure route along its length. TWBC 
has agreed that planning applications across land of the former route must take the route into account. 
Other Parish and Town Councils that had already made contributions to activities of the Group felt 
Hawkhurst should also contribute. However it remains unclear to what purpose these funds may in the 
future be put. Some Members felt that between 2008 and 2016, little progress could actually be seen 
and Hawkhurst has a great deal to get done at this time. BW, supported by JN, proposed that 
Hawkhurst Parish Council will withdraw from the Hop Pickers Line Heritage Group with immediate 
effect. 8 Members voted for, JH and MA voted against and 3 abstained. A vote of thanks was given to 
MR for his hard work on this. 
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7.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.3 
 
 
 

Correct bus stop information. MA related that there are 5 bus shelters in the Highgate area and they no 
longer have a map of where the stops are and where you can travel to from each. The Transport 
Accessibility Group would like to see them reinstated. MA has sought a quote for the artwork and 
printing and believes they can be done for £150 but KCC will not pay for them. JH, supported by AH 
proposed that Hawkhurst Parish Council funds bus shelter information sheets for up to £150. This was 
unanimously supported. Parish Councils Act 1957 S.1 gives a power for Parish Councils to supply bus 
shelters. 
The Queen’s 90

th
  Birthday This occurs on Sunday June 12

th
 2016. PD believes that TWBC will provide 

match funding for a community celebration, the Clerk will check. PD suggested the possibility of a 
children’s tea party on The Moor. AH stated that Marlborough House School has an event planned for 
the evening before. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact Hawkhurst Primary School and St Ronans 
to see if they have already made plans and she will liaise with AH and CW. 

  

 

8: Correspondence 

 
Date 
Received 

From Subject Action 

1 21.12.2015 Lord Lieutenant of Kent Annual civic service 
15.03.2016, All Saints, 
Maidstone 

MB to let Clerk know if she 
is available. 

2 22.12.2015 Roger Gough, Portfolio 
Holder for Education, KCC 

Fowlers Car Park, reply to 
letter from HPC of 
08.12.2015 

Noted 

3 01.01.2016 KCC Cllr Sean Holden CC of email to Roger Gough  
and Rebecca Spore, KCC, 
re: Fowlers car park 

Noted and further info 
supplied to SH by Clerk. 

4 04.01.2016 Speedwatch Hawkhurst Information on new SID 
device and call for volunteers 

Noted 

5 06.01.16    KALC Invitation to comment on 
Importance of East Facing 
Slips M25 J5 by 29

th
 Jan. 

NDP Traffic Project holder to 
make reply on behalf of 
HPC. 

6 06.01.16 Resident Responsibility for paths and 
hedges 

Noted. MR and Clerk to 
raise state of footpath to 
Hospital with KCC. 

7 11.01.16 Samaritans Request for grant JH, supported by PD 
proposed that Hawkhurst 
Parish Council make a 
S.137 grant to the 
Samaritans of £100. This 
was unanimously supported. 

9: Finance 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE DECEMBER 2015 

   Accounts for payment  £       7,569.19  

Payment received  £       1,172.79  

Net Expenditure -£       6,396.40  

Cambridge & Counties Reserve  £     86,147.60  

Lloyds Current  £     10,289.00  

Lloyds Access Reserve  £   118,786.89  

Petty Cash  £            36.90  

 

9.1 Payments were examined and voted for unanimously.  

9.2 PD confirmed that he had checked the petty cash and the bank rec. 
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9.3 It was agreed that PD should initial the November Income & Expenditure Figures in the Minutes for 

December as the bank rec signed at the meeting could not be found [ It has since been found]. 

10. Planning 

10.1. Planning & Highways Information:  

 

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments 

15/505395/FULL Retrospective 
application for 
change of use of 3 
industrial units and 
outside area to dog 
care and training 

Units 5 and 7 
Springfield 
industrial estate 

Additional questions from TWBC 
Environmental Health and 
Streetscene services and the 
applicant’s replies. 

15/504609/FULL New dwelling with 
Annex joined by 
glazed link and 3 
bay garage 

OS Plot 2074 High 
Street, Hawkhurst 

Appeal against refusal lodged. 

 

10.2 Planning TWBC Approved:  
 

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

15/508107/FULL Erection of a two storey side extension, 
front extension with verandah, new 
garage to replace lean-to carport and 
alterations to windows with new feature 
roof gables 

Eshott Theobalds 
Hawkhurst  

 

15/508486/FULL Remodel existing bungalow to include, 
demolition of rear conservatory, brick 
outbuilding, dormer extension and 
remove chimney stacks. Replacement 
windows & doors and slate roof tiles. 
Erection of a new side and rear 
extension, entrance porch and 
replacement garage 

Green Lawns Stream 
Lane Hawkhurst  

 

15/508507/FULL Demolition of existing buildings and 
erection of four dwellings (two pairs of 
semi-detached 3 bed units) with 
associated car parking and landscape 
works 

Davis Builders, 
Northgrove Road, 
Hawkhurst 

 

14/505434/FULL Creation of 14 apartments in Grade II 
listed mansion and development of 17 
dwellings in the grounds. New access 
and parking. 

Lillesden Park, 
Hastings Road, 
Hawkhurst 

 

 
10.3 Planning TWBC Refused:  

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

 None   

 
10.4 Planning Applications 

Nu

mb

er 

Applicati

on No 

Proposal Location Comments Decisi

on 

Agre

e 

Agai

nst 

Abstai

n 

Plan 

Cttee 

80 15/509949/
FULL 

Redevelopment 
of site to provide 
3 dwellings 
comprising one 
bungalow and 2 

Watkins & 
Doncaster, 
Conghurst Lane 

Revision of 1 roof 
height by 15cm 

Agree All   N 
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chalet 
bungalows 

81 15/510248/
LBC 

Extension of hall 
into inner 
courtyard, 
removal of 
kitchen/dining 
room wall and 
new window and 
door to kitchen 

West Stables, Home 
Farm, Water Lane 

 Agree All   N 

82 15/509898/
FULL 

Replacement of 
fenestration to 
front elevation 

Dunks Flats, Rye 
Road 

 Agree 12  PJ N 

83 15/509895/
LBC 

LBC for 
replacement of 
fenestration to 
front elevation 

Dunks Flats, Rye 
Road 

 Agree 12  PJ N 

84 15/510399/
LBC 

LBC for stud 
partition wall in 
main room to 
create separate 
bedroom and 
lounge. 
Doorway to 
kitchen to be 
added to stud 
wall between 
kitchen and 
hallway 

1 Crane House, 
Northgrove Road, 
Hawkhurst, 
Cranbrook 

 Agree 12  MB N 

 

10 Burials and Memorial 

Interment Date Deceased  

 None  
 

12 
12.1 
 

 

Notes and Information 
MB praised PD for pushing hard at the Chairmen’s Meeting (Item 2) in relation to the Highgate 
Hill Planning application and HPC’s frustration with the Appeal result. Frustration was also 
expressed that at the Fowlers Park Inquiry in 2014, TWBC insisted that they had adequate Land 
Supply; at the Highgate Inquiry in September they conceded that they had not and now state 
that they have adequate Land Supply again. This is viewed as the major factor in why the 
appeal was granted in September. 

 

 Date from subject 

1 17.12.15 Tunbridge Wells & 
District CAB 

Reorganisation of services to reach rural parts of the 
Borough. Speaker to address meeting. 

2 21.12.15 TWBC Minutes of Chairmen’s Meeting. Highgate Hill page 4-5 

3 21.12.15 TWBC Minutes of Public Transport Forum 

4 21.12.15 KALC Parish News 
 

13 
 
13.1 
 
 
13.2 

Confidential 
PD proposed the meeting move into closed session. This was unanimously supported. 
The draft 2016/17 Budget was discussed. BF, supported by GD proposed that the Draft 2016/17 Budget be 
accepted. This was unanimously accepted and the Clerk will supply £113,827 as the precept figure for 
Hawkhurst for 2016/17 to the Head of Finance at TWBC. 
PD updated Members on the most recent discussions with Lambert & Foster relating to the proposed 
acquisition of All Saints Church. 

14 Closure 
14.1 The meeting closed at 21.55 
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15 Future Meetings 
15.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at Copt Hall on Monday 8

th
 February 2016 commencing at 

19:45.  
 

 
 
Signed…………………………………………Date…………………………………. 

Peter Dartnell, Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
 
 


