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  Hawkhurst Parish Council   Meeting: Full Council 
   Date:  12

th
 Oct 2015 

        Ref:  nm.  

Copt Hall     Typed:  13
th
 Oct 2015 

            
PRESENT      
Mrs. M Brinsley (Vice Chairman), Mr. M Appelbe, Mr. B Fitzpatrick, Mr. J Hunt,  Mr. P Jones, Mrs. J 

Newman, Dr M Robertson, Mrs. B Weeden. 
           
ADDITIONAL CIRCULATION  
Mr. S Holden, Mrs. B Palmer, Mr. N. Gray, Mr. G. Bland.  
 

1 

1.1 

1.2 

 

 

 

2. 
2.1 

Adjournment for public speaking. 
No TWBC or KCC Members were present. 
MB welcomed residents Paul Jeffrey and Margaret Taylor, who presented themselves to the Members 
as HPC nominee candidates for Springetts Board of Trustees. Members had read a biography of each 
candidate and their statement of interest and aptitiude in the role ahead of the meeting. 

 

Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received from and Mr. P Dartnell (Chairman), Mr. G Davies, Mrs. A Hastie, Mr. P 
Whittle, Mr. C Williamson, Cllr B. Palmer and Cllr G. Bland. 
 

3. 
3.1 

Declaration of interests: 
MA declared a personal interest in planning application no.62 as he knows the owner. 
MB declared a personal interest in planning application no.39 as she knows the owner. 
PJ declared that he is a trustee for Dunks Almshouses but had no conflict of interest with Item 7.1 as it 
related to Springett’s Almshouses. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of previous meeting 
4.1 PJ, supported by MR proposed acceptance of the Minutes of 14

th
 September 2015. This was accepted 

with 1 abstention JN. 

 

5. 

 

Matters arising 
5.1 Transport. MA reported that the Transport Accessibility Group had not held a meeting. 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3 
 
 
5.4 

Youth. JH reported that a meeting was held with Eddie Walsh of KCC Youth Service to determine if the 
current arrangement was the best use of HPC’s funds for local youth. KCC accepted that having 
considered indicators of deprivation, Hawkhurst qualified for provision of Youth Services from KCC with 
no charge. The current arrangement was not attracting the 11-13 age group as had been hoped and 
only a small number of 14-16 year olds. A change of location from the Sports Hall and Streetcruizer to 
the Copt Hall was discussed, subject to the successful relocation of existing Wednesday evening users 
to alternative premises in the village. A more central location would be preferred to attract more of the 
village’s youth. It was agreed that a structured, stimulating and mixed programme was important, to be 
discussed further with EW. It was agreed that the Clerk should pursue the proposal and report back at 
the next meeting. 
Police. JH reported that Crime statistics were 10 reports for September: 1 domestic burglary, 1 burglary 
other than a dwelling, 3 thefts, 1 assaults, 2 criminal damage, 1 possession of a classified substance 
and 1 ownership of a dangerous dog.  
Local Community – Speedwatch – Nothing to report. 

5.5 

 

 
5.6 
 
 

Footpath Map – MR reported that almost all of the Members suggestions had been brought onto the 
map. It was due to be printed the next day. MR is seeking to get a cabinet made for the map for under 
£700 – all were in agreement with this figure. 
HCT –The HCT meeting has been rescheduled for October 28th to clarify the choice of structure of a 
new Trust with a solicitor from Whitehead Monckton on hand to advise. 
 

 

6 Reports of Committee Chairmen 
6.1 Buildings –. BF reported that a meeting was held on  28

th
 September. The 2016/17 budget was 

discussed in detail. The interior of the Copt Hall will be painted before April and the exterior will be 
painted after April. CCTV quotes were considered for the Sports Hall and an amount budgeted for next 
year. The outside of the Copt Hall doors is to be repaired with the addition of sheet aluminium which 
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can be painted if required. This is envisaged for the next 2-3 weeks. 
6.2 Land – MA reported that no meeting had ben held. The next meeting is due on October 26

th
.  

6.3 F&GP – MB reported a meeting was held on 21
st
 September. A review of the whole budget was 

made for 2016/17. It has now gone to Buildings Committee for discussion, will next go to Land on 26
th
 

of this month, then back to F&GP on November 16
th
. The current increase is showing 2.3% on 2015/16. 

Personnel – Caretaker appraisals have been booked for October 21
st
. Nothing else to report. 

6.4 Fete – No report was taken. 
6.5 NDP – JN reported that the online survey had received approximately 50 returns, whose content 
had broadly supported and verified the policy areas identified in the Interim Report. A similar number of 
people visited the 2 day post- Interim Report consultation in September, showing similar responses to 
the questionnaire. Feria advised that this was on par for this stage of the process which seeks to elicit 
grave mistakes or concerns in the community with the direction or content of the draft report and draft 
policy proposals. Therefore it is felt that the draft policies are broadly on track. The next consultation is 
Nov 4/5 for public consideration of the fully-worded draft policies that Feria are now working on with the 
NDP Committee, before their submission to TWBC. This is a very important stage and will be 
advertised in the Village Magazine, A6 flyers in the Wealden Advertiser, house to house leaflets, A1 and 
A3 posters for A-frames and shops and a 2 week campaign in Kino before each film for a very 
generous fee of £60. 
 

7. Matters for further discussion 
7.1 Springett’s Trustee nominations. This item was brought forward and followed Item 4. The 
candidates left the room. After some discussion, all voted unanimously in favour of the nomination of 
both Paul Jeffrey and Margaret Taylor as nominees of Hawkhurst Parish Council for the office of 
Trustee to the Eliza Springett Trust.  
7.2 FlixnPix .No volunteers stepped forward for the Committee. It was agreed to defer the matter to 
November. JH said he would be reserve nominee if no others Members came forward [but he later had 
to withdraw this offer]. 
7.3 KALC CAS. Members were asked to consider the suggestion of nominees for the KALC Community 
Awards Scheme for the November meeting. 
7.4 Community Centre Project. MB asked each Member’s view on a) responsibility for a design and b) 
HPC nomination rights for the new Board of Trustees. She said it was her recollection that HPC had 
expected to settle on a design and then hand it to the new trustees to bring it into being. She suggested 
that the issue of nomination rights should be deferred until after the HCT meeting on 28/10. All agreed. 
BW believed that HPC had voted in the past that HPC would pay for the architect and choose the 
design but despite searching back a number of years could find no minute of it. However she felt that to 
do otherwise would be an abdication of responsibility to the community. The Parish Councillors are the 
representatives of the community and there to ensure that provision is made for all sectors of the 
community. 
BF believed it was for the PC to do the design and settle where it goes. The whole spectrum of users 
and community sectors must be looked after as it is the PC’s responsibility. 
JH said that there should be more than 6 trustees and with some PC nomination. The design should at 
least be guided by the PC. 
PJ agreed with BW and suggested the possibility of the PC working with the Trustees on the design. 
MR responded that he was wary of design by Committee and agreed with BW’s view. 
MA agreed that HPC should have the major say on the design and also have some nomination rights 
for the trustees. 
JN agreed with BW that HPC’s responsibility must be covered but questioned if HPC would require a 
majority on the new trustees. 3 nominees would reflect a quorum of 3 from a minimum of 6 trustees, so 
effectively the PC should nominate a minimum of 3. 
BW said she had foreseen an architect creating a design from a brief from HPC. 
It was agreed to defer any resolution on a) and b) until the next FCM on November 11

th
. 

  

 

8: Correspondence 

 

 
Date 
Received 

From Subject Action 

1 17.10.15 Cllr A McDermott, TWBC Contribution to Illegal Members resolved to 
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Encampment Fees Fund offer a contribution for 
this of up to £500. 

2 23.10.15 KCC/KALC Streetlighting consultation JN volunteered to 
complete this on 
behalf of HPC. 

3 05.10.15 Margaret Taylor Biography for nomination as 
Springetts Trustee 

Noted 

4 01.10.15 Head, Hawkhurst 
Primary 

Thanks for new fencing at 
Fowlers Wood 

Noted 

5 06.10.15 Paul Jeffrey Biography for nomination as 
Springetts Trustee 

Noted 

6 12.10.15    ACRK AGM Invitation  and Trustee 
Invitation10.11.15 

Noted 

9: Finance 

 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE SEPTEMBER 2015 

   Accounts for payment  £       9,378.37  

Payment received  £          935.00  

Net Expenditure -£       8,443.37  

Cambridge & Counties Reserve  £     86,147.60  

Lloyds Current  £     10,530.00  

Lloyds Access Reserve  £     86,955.66  

Petty Cash  £          139.36  

9.1 Payments were examined and voted for unanimously.  

9.2 MB confirmed that she had checked the petty cash and the bank rec. 

9.3 PJ, supported by BW proposed accepting the proposal from ARC for a replacement photocopier contract. 

This was unanimously accepted. 

 

10. Planning 

10.1. Planning & Highways Information:  

 

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments 

14/504138 New Factory building Hawkhurst 
Business Park 

Details of landscaping 

15/507384/SUB Redevelopment as a 
dwelling 

Old Moor Post 
Office, The Moor, 

Details of new windows and doors 

Not yet submitted Ground mounted 
solar farm 

Kemps Farm, 
Potters Lane 

Public consultation held 28.09.15 

APP/M2270/C/15/31
333817 

Close boarded fence 
x 8m long, 2m high 

Pauls Farm, 
Water Lane 

Appeal against refusal. Comment to 
be submitted from HPC that fence 
felt to be out of character for rural 
location and would be better placed 
behind the remaining hedge. 

KCC/TW/0127/2015 Agricultural Dryer on 
anaerobic digester 
site 

Conghurst Farm, 
Conghurst Lane 

Odour report. TWBC approved. 

 

10.2 Planning TWBC Approved:  
 

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

15/503490/COU Agricultural Dryer on anaerobic digester Conghurst Farm, Odour report 
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NTY site Conghurst Lane above 

15/504400/FULL Conversion of coach house into a 1 bed 
dwelling 

Weald House, Ockley 
Road 

 

15/504813/FULL Change of use of shop to one ground 
floor flat 

Weald Society for the 
Disabled, Ockley Road 

 

15/505705/FULL Extension of residential curtilage into 
agricultural land and erection of 
outbuilding 

Meadow bank, 
Cranbrook Road 

Retrospective 

15/506437/SUB Erection of new dwelling, details of 
materials and parking 

Invicta House, Queens 
Road 

 

15/506042/FULL Proposed first floor extension 3 Ockley Cottages, 
Ockley Lane 

 

15/506048/AGRI
C 

Erection of new barn for hay and 
machinery storage 

Park Farm, Water 
Lane 

 

15/506676/TPO Crown reduction, removal of deadwood, 
copper beech 

Queens Inn, Rye Road  

14/506521/FULL Proposed demolition of commercial 
premises and erection of dwellinghouse 

Crofton House, The 
Moor 

 

15/504081/FULL 
and 
15/506260/LBC 

Demolition of rear ground floor 
extension and conversion of butchers 
shop to 3 residential  properties 

Wood & Sons, Old 
Chestnuts, Talbot Rd 

 

15/507111/SUB Details of bespoke joinery re: 
12/03457/LBC 

Little Manor, High 
Street 

 

15/507052/FULL Erection of detached 2 bay single storey 
garage 

Spindlewood, Stream 
Lane. 

 

15/504959/FULL Demolition of existing house and 
erection of replacement dwelling with 
garage 

Tubslake Farm, Water 
Lane 

 

 
10.3 Planning TWBC Refused:  

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

15/506029/FULL Demolition of garage and 
flat roof addition and 
erection of 2 storey 
extension. 

6 Plum Tree Cottages, 
Horns Road 

Disproportionate additions in view 
of scale, design, width and poor 
relationship to host dwelling. 
Harm to character and 
appearance of streetscene. 

 
10.4 Planning Applications 

Nu
mb
er 

Application 
No 

Proposal Location Comments Decision Agre
e 

Again
st 

Abs
tain 

Pla
n 
Ctte
e 

58 15/507605/
FULL 

Erection of a first 
floor extension over 
existing single storey 
ground floor 
extension to rear of 
property 

3 Lavender 
Square, 
Ockley 
Road 

 Agree 6  BF,
BW 

N 

59 15/507867/
FULL 

Erection of 3 bay 
open fronted garage 

Herons 
Rest, 
Hastings 
Road 

 Agree 7  BF N 

60 15/508059/
FULL 

Increase in length of 
rear facing dormer 
due to internal 
alterations; 
excavating front 
garden for the 
parking of 2 vehicles 

Dronwood, 
Horns Road 

Members agree the dormer 
plans but are concerned 
that without room to turn 
vehicles around, reversing 
in to or out of this entrance 
will be dangerous on the 
highway. 

Against 3 BW, 
PJ, 
MB, 
MB 

MR, 
BF 

N 



 Hawkhurst Parish Council 
 

\\microshadeapplications.co.uk\Hawkhurst$\Shared\AGENDAS\Agendas & Minutes\Minutes 15 16\PC Minutes 12 Oct 

15.docPage 5 of 6 

 

61 15/507839/
FULL 

Retrospective - 
Replacement 
Outbuilding 

8 Plum 
Tree 
Cottages, 
Horns Rd 

There is no drive shown, so 
it is unclear how this garage 
is accessed safely from the 
highway. Furthermore this 
additional building is too 
congested on the plot and 
Members would not have 
agreed its addition to the 
original extension 
application as this would 
have been 
overdevelopment of the 
plot. 

Against JH 4 JN,
MA,
BF 

N 

62 15/508088/
FULL 

Erection of side 
extension and 
changes to 
fenestration 

12 Tory 
Row, 
Heartenoak 
Road 

 Agree 6  MA,
BF 

N 

10 Burials and Memorial 

Interment Date Deceased  

25 Sept 2015 Patrick Woodgate Interment of Ashes 
 

12 

 

Notes and Information 
12.1 PJ wished to acknowledge the success of Hawkhurst resident Neil Rivers in being part of 
the British Team that have won the World Carp Fishing title in Spain very recently. All agreed 
that HPC should send a letter to congratulate him. 
12.2 It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the owner of the van left in Copt Hall car park 
and request him not to park it there. 

 

 Date from subject 

1 01.10.15 Eliza Springett 
Trust 

Accounts 2014 Springetts and Iddenden Trusts 

 

13 
13.1 
 

Confidential 
None 

14 Closure 
14.1 The meeting closed at 21.00. 
  

15 Future Meetings 
15.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at Copt Hall on Monday 9

th
 November 2015 commencing at 

19:45.  
 

 
 
Signed…………………………………………Date…………………………………. 

Peter Dartnell, Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
 
 


