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  Hawkhurst Parish Council   Meeting: Full Council 
   Date:  9

th
 February 2015 

        Ref:  am. 

Copt Hall     Typed:  11
th
 February 2015 

            
PRESENT      
Mr. P Dartnell (Chairman), Mr. M Appelbe, Mr. G Davies, Mr. B Fitzpatrick, Mrs. A Hastie, Mr. J Hunt, 
Mr. P Jones, Dr M Robertson, Mrs. B Weeden, Mr P Whittle, Mr C Williamson. 
            
ADDITIONAL CIRCULATION  
Mr. R Weeden, Mrs. B Palmer, Mr. N. Gray, Mr. S Holden 
KM, K&SC 
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2. 

Adjournment for public speaking. 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Nathan Gray and Beverley Palmer. 
 
Kent County Councilor Sean Holden addressed the meeting updating the council a number of issues. 
The first being the speedwatch meeting which he is attending on Thursday, as this is the main issue 
that he receives letters about from the general public. He understands that people feel strongly about 
this so he intends to lobby the Police Commissioner so she understands the public’s concerns. The 
next matter he made us aware is that Thursday next week he is attending a meeting to debate the 
budgets and how they are looking to transform the Council to provide services at the best value. MA 
asked SH if the congestion in Hawkhurst and the problem with our two A roads are still on his agenda. 
SH confirmed that he still has this in mind but he has looked at every alternative and due to the 
surrounding buildings there is no space to make improvements such as roundabouts or other road 
alterations.SH did say he is trying still to get these roads removed from the lorry route as at least this 
may help. 
 
Emma Kent and Fraser Ward from West Kent Housing Association gave a presentation around the 
naming choices for the new building at the Bowles Lodge site. Their team had narrowed it down to two 
choices that they put forward after considering a number of themes including the Kent countryside, 
roses, place names, these were Wildwood & Foxwood. JH asked why are they changing the name 
and what is wrong with Bowles Lodge, as everyone locally still calls the site this? They are looking to 
rebrand so this is why a name change was being considered. SH pointed out that the Parish Council 
didn’t have to accept the choices given, Cranbrook had recently been through a similar exercise and 
had suggested alternatives. After a discussion PD proposed and this was seconded by JH that the 
Parish Council first choice is Bowles Lodge. This was unanimously agreed.  BW proposed and 
seconded by PW the second choice is Herschel House after local eminent astronomer. This was 
unanimously agreed. West Kent Housing Association to feedback views to the Borough and up date 
the Parish Council in due course. 
 
A resident spoke voicing concerns over planning application (see planning section 10.4 no 77 
14/506827/FULL ) wanting to make the following points that the whole house was built in 1834 and is 
of Georgian design, when the other part of the house had an extension this had been done to reflect 
the original design, this application is very modern out of character with the area and house, it would 
not be shielded from the front and planning notices did not appeared to have been put up in the 
location. 
 
 

Apologies for Absence: 
Apologies were received from Mrs. M Brinsley (Vice Chairman) and Mrs. J Newman. 

 

3. Declaration of interests: 
In relation to planning application received by the Parish Council (see planning section 10.4 no. 77 
14/506827/FULL). PD declared that he had be lobbied by a member of the public and BW declared 
that she knew the member of the public that spoke concerning this application 
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PD proposed that the planning item 10.4 no 77 14/506827/FULL to be bought forward as members of 
the public would not have to wait through the whole meeting before council discussed this item. This 
was unanimously agreed. This application was discussed please see planning section 10.4 no 77 for 
comments. 
 

4. Approval of minutes of previous meetings  
 Received the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12

th
 January 2015. They were approved 

unanimously. Minutes from F & GP & Land meeting held on 26
th
 January hadn’t been seen by all 

members. Assistant Clerk to recirculate and should be approved at next full council meeting. 
  

5. Matters arising 
5.1 Transport & Highways. NTR. 
5.2 Youth Matters.  

New Streetcruizer service, it was discussed as some informal information had been received that 
funds may now be available from KCC and a new charity is being set up. SH hadn’t heard anymore 
concerning this project recently so it was agreed to wait and see what comes forward and how it 
presented before discussing further. PD has received several complaints concerning the dirty state of 
the Sports Hall is being left in following the Youth Club on a Wednesday evening. It is then unpleasant 
for users the next day and extra work for both our caretakers to clear up each week. It was agreed 
that Assistant Clerk should write a letter to KCC expressing the concerns raised. 

5.3 
 

Police. JH listed 10 reported crimes in January 2015: 1 burglary, 1 attempted burglary, 2 burglaries 
other than dwellings, 3 theft, 2 assaults, and 1 vehicle interference. PD wanted to make people aware 
about the recent spate of gangs breaking in to premises during the day in near by villages and urged 
people to be vigilant when answering their doors. 

5.4 
 

Local Community Interest. 
Speed Watch. A meeting is set for February 12

th
at Maidstone Police HQ with Police Commissioner 

Ann Barnes, Parish Chairs, Sean Holden, Helen Grant MP and Speedwatch representatives. PD will 
attend with the Assistant Clerk.SH hoped that this would be a chance to express the communities 
views. Parish Council and Speedwatch team to prepare a statement to express the views ahead of 
the meeting, to ensure that the best possible outcome is achieved. The Parish Councilors would like 
to see local data that Rob Shearing has concerning speeding that he had said he would previously 
send through. Assistant Clerk to chase this up. 
Business signage –MA no response has been received from the traders so it was agreed to drop this 
from the monthly agenda. 
Footpath sign –MR gave a detailed update. He has had discussions with various suppliers around the 
costs involved to cover the IT, design and production of the map. He has been given an initial 
indication that the costs could be approximately £475.00.JH offered to help with the production as 
well.MR has had a look at the one in Goudhurst and has observed that a good location and lighting 
are key to making it an accessible and attractive to use. The idea is to have a central map marking the 
village boundary showing the walks with other useful information around the sides such as local 
photography, details of local pubs, cafes and tea rooms. He felt that the question was should he 
continue considering the costs that are involved. It was discussed in principle, yes as some of the 
windfall funds could be used when needed. Other issues discussed were production of leaflets 
detailing the walks. The location if it could not be on the wall due the licensing issues with TWBC, it 
could be in the original location. BF suggested as the council owns Victoria hall perhaps it could be 
sited on the railings as central to village. CW suggested that perhaps pubs, cafes etc. might sponsor 
it. It was agreed that MR would continue to investigate the options and report again at the next 
meeting. 

  
5.6 Hawkhurst Community Trust. PD, BW, AH and JN met Whitehead Monckton on January 21. They 

would need to do a small amount of work to clarify setting up the new charity and the movement of 
assets between the old and new charity. PD proposed that the Parish Council agreed to this and set 
aside £500.00 maximum budget to cover these costs. Voted 10 in favour with 1 against.  
There was a discussion around the planning permission that is due to expire in May concerning the 
new Community Centre. PD explained that after checking with the Borough Council the work moving 
the garages does not count as the development being started as the pre-conditions of the application 
have not yet been met. The Borough informed that now planning applications cannot be extended a 
new one would be needed. BW was concerned that this was not what the Parish Council had been 
told and that past correspondence should be checked. 
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6. Reports of Committee Chairmen 
6.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.3 
 
6.4 
 
6.5 
6.6 

Buildings. Next meeting is to be held on 23
rd

 March. It was however, discussed that the Post office 
service at the Moor is popular but the signage is very poor so many people are not aware it is there. 
Assistant Clerk to write to Post office to see what can be done concerning the signage. PD raised the 
point that the Parish Office where the public do come in is tired and needs paint. PW said that the 
blinds in the office were failing apart. Assistant Clerk to arrange for a quote to paint the office and 
replace the blinds. 
PJ said that Mr. P Dunlop has kindly provided an excellent replacement bench on Cranbrook Road 
near Babies Castle and The Clerk was to write and thank Mr. Dunlop, Assistant Clerk to check this 
has been done and place in file for members to see. 
Land.CW reported that no meeting had taken place, next meeting 23

rd
 February. On going matters 

are; caretaker has action points in hand concerning Hearkenoak playing area, allotment rules are to 
be checked and amended if necessary so that if someone already holds two plots they cannot have 
anymore if there is a waiting list, field behind cemetery grazing rights agreement for this year to be 
approved and sent out for signing, letter received for fun fair on The Moor Committee approved in 
principle subject to a number of conditions reply to be sent by letter, and Risk Assessment is in hand 
to be discussed at next Land meeting 
F&GP. PD reported that meeting took place on 23

rd
 January a review of Standing Orders and Code of 

Conduct, Financial Regulations and Committee Terms of Reference has been done. ( please see 
item 7.2) 
Personnel. Good news it was reported that the Clerk is recovering well after a recent operation. 
Fete. CW reported that there has not been a meeting; the next is due later this month.  
NDP. PD reported that JN is running a brainstorming session on Monday 16

th
 February to gather 

ideas as to how to take the Community Centre project forward. The meeting will start at 7.45 pm at 
the Copt Hall. PD & BF will spend 5 minutes up- dating the meeting as to where we are currently. 

 

7. 
7.1 
 
 
 
 
 
7.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.3 

 

Matters for further discussion 
Village Society – The council has received a cheque from them as they have decided to wind up the 
organisation and have very kindly decided to divide their fund among a number of the village 
organisations. It was agreed that these funds should be put to good use and the new map could be 
ideal. The other publications that the Village Society produced such as the directory and calendar may 
be taken over by the Village Magazine. MA to consider taking this forward. The walking leaflets MR to 
consider taking forward with footpath map. 
Review of Standing Orders and Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations and Committee Terms of 
Reference – F & GP Committee have reviewed these and concluded that for Standing Orders and 
Code of Conduct all to remain the same except the clause preventing recording and photography of 
Parish Meetings is removed as this is now allowed. PD proposed that this amendment is actioned and 
theses Standing Orders and Code of Conduct are adopted. This was unanimously agreed. 
Financial Regulations to remain the same as at the moment there is no intention to move to online 
banking and Committee Terms of Reference to remain unchanged. PD proposed these are adopted. 
This was unanimously agreed for both. 
Gatwick 2nd Runway – the date for submitting comments is now closed nothing further was 
discussed. 
Flix & Pix Event – grant JH said that this is an annual event that the council does support. PD 
proposed that the £30.00 for stands and £100.00 deposit would be made available when required later 
in the year. This was unanimously agreed. 
 
 

 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Correspondence 

 

 Date 

Received 

From Subject Action 

1 13/01/201
5 

Post Office Changes to Hawkhurst Post 
Office response. 

.Noted  

2 15/01/201
5 

Village Society Winding up of Hawkhurst Village 
Society 

Noted see item 7.1 
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9. 
9.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2 
9.3 
 
 
 
10. 
 

3 21/01/201
5 

Village Society Update on proposed 
commemorative plague 

Noted 

4 21/01/205 Kent 
Woodware 
Company Ltd 

Thank you letter regarding 
bench 

Noted 

5 27/01/201
5 

Samaritans Grant £100 proposed PJ and 
seconded by JH 
unanimously agreed. 

6 30/01/201
5 

Clerk to the 
Trustees at 
Dunk’s Hall 

Rates for Hall Hire from 
1/5/2015 

Noted 

7 30/01/201
5 

The Rural 
Planning 
Practice 

Confirmation of instructions and 
terms of business 

Noted 

 

Finance 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE JANUARY 2015 

  
 

  
 

Accounts for payment  £      4,124.48  

Payment received  £      6,553.19 

Net Expenditure  £      2,428.71  

Cambridge & Counties Reserve  £     60,000.00  

Lloyds Current  £     10,051.00 

Lloyds Access Reserve  £   121,414.66 

Petty Cash  £          210.35  
 
Payments were examined and voted for unanimously. 
PD asked members to note that in the agenda an administration error had occurred, the Lloyds 
current figure was £10,140.00 when it should have been £10,051.00. He confirmed that he had 
checked petty cash and the bank rec  

 

Planning 

10.1 Planning & Highways Information:  

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments 

KCC/TW/0450
/2014 

Installation of an 
underground electrical 
cable connecting the 
consented Agricultural 
Anaerobic Digester with the 
National Grid 

Conghurst Farm, 
Conghurst Lane, 
Hawkhurst, Cranbrook, 
Kent. TN18 4RW 

Notice of plans for 
installation of electrical 
cable. 

PD – gave a brief up date and information following a meeting held at TWBC offices on 3
rd

 February, attended 

by himself, JH and Assistant Clerk, there is to be a Site Allocations DPD Meeting held in the British Legion Hall 

on Tuesday 17
th
 February between 4-7pm for the public to attend and consultant with the planners. The 

consultation period will run until 23
rd

 March and the public will have until this date to make comments on the sites 

allocated for building houses up to 2026 that are in the TWBC development plan. The Highgate Hill site has 

been removed from the plan and Woodham Hall and Springfleids have been inserted as expected. The planners 

are to put notices up in Hawkhurst over the next week. 
10.2 Planning TWBC Approved:  
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Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

    

14/505130/FULL Proposed single rear and two 
storey side extensions. New front 
porch and raised terrace to the 
rear. 

 
Meadow Bank, 
Cranbrook  Road 

 

14/505371/LBC Listed Building Consent - 
Replacement front doors to flats 
1,2,3 and 4 Dunks Almshouses 

Dunks Flats, Rye Road  

14/503981/LDC
EX 

Lawful Devpt Certificate Sun 
room/lounge extension to rear 
and single garage to side of 
dwelling 

4 Oakfield  

14/504011/LBC Listed Building Consent - Internal 
and external alterations (works 
carried out) and construction of a 
garage 

Lower Conghurst Oast 
& Ragstone Barn, 
Conghurst Lane 

 

14/505808/FULL Single storey flat roof rear 
extension and detached pitched 
roof garage to side of property 

Highclere, Heartenoak 
Road 

 

14/505790/FULL Single Storey rear extension with 
accommodation in roof and attic 
conversation with dormer window 
on front elevation. 

The Nook, Copthall 
Avenue 

 

14/505853/SUB Submission of details to discharge 
, condition 5 ( colours & finish of 
buildings & structures ), condition 
6 ( height of CHP stack) of 
TW/501345/ 

Conghurst Farm, 
Conghurst Lane, 
Hawkhurst, Cranbrook, 
Kent. TN18 4RW 

 

14/505647/FULL Demolition of an existing brick 
bungalow and the construction of 
a replacement two-storey 
detached dwelling, alongside 
associated landscaping 

Random Acres Slip Mill 
Lane Hawkhurst 
Cranbrook Kent 

 

 
14/504266/FULL 

Demolition of existing buildings 
and erection of 4 terraced 
dwellings and associated parking 

Davis Builders Ltd, 
Northgrove Road 

 

14/504138/FULL  Construction of new factory 
building 

The Office, Hawkhurst 
Station Business Park, 
Gills Green 

 

 
10.3 Planning TWBC Refused:  

Ref. No. Proposal Location Comments/Valid 

 
10.4 Planning Applications 

No. 
Applicatio

n No 
Proposal Location Comments Decision Agree Against 

A

b

st

ai

n 

Plan 

Cttee 

77 14/506827/
FULL 

Proposed two 
storey side 
extension to 
existing house, 
replacement garage 
and re cladding of 
existing porch and 
annex structures. 

Lillesden 
Frith, Horns 
Road 

Totally inappropriate, 
out of keeping with 
house and area, not 
a good example of  
modern design and 
adjacent to 
conservation area 

Against  All  Yes 
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No. 
Applicatio

n No 
Proposal Location Comments Decision Agree Against 

A

b

st

ai

n 

Plan 

Cttee 

78 15/500143/
LBC 

Listed Building 
Consent - replace 
conservatory roof, 
installation of new 
window into study 
and repair and 
replace windows 
and doors 

The 
Clearing, 
High Street 

 Agree All    

79 14/504010/
FULL 

Retrospective - 
Works to listed 
building and 
detached garage 

Lower 
Conghurst 
Oast and 
Ragstone 
Barn 
Conghurst 
Lane 

Already approved Agree All    

80 14/506764/
FULL 

Proposal 
Construction of a 
detached 
garage/storage 
building. 

Lousia 
Lodge, East 
Park Lane 

 Agree All    

11 Burials and Memorial 

Interment Date Deceased  

6
th
 January 2015 Barbara Frances Violet Elgar Burial 

15
th
 January 2015 Ida Levett Burial 

19
th
 January 2015 Joyce Marguerite Clark Burial 

 

12 

 

Notes and Information 

 

 Date from subject 

1 21/01/2015 Rural Housing 
Alliance 

 Affordable Rural Housing 

2 30/01/2015 Whitehead Monckton The Whitehead Monckton  Charitable Foundation 

 
 

13 
13.1 
 
 

Confidential:  
Railway update PD 
 

  

14 Closure 
14.1 The meeting closed at 22.00 
  

15 Future Meetings 
15.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at Copt Hall on Monday 9

th
 March 2015 commencing at 

19:45.  
 

 
 

Signed…………………………………………Date…………………………………. 
Peter Dartnell, Chairman of the Parish Council. 
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