
Dandara/Leander Planning Concerns 
 
Following concerns raised around the role of TWBC planning officers in initiating joint 
meetings between Dandara and Leander in relation to the Westfield/Copthall Avenue 
sites, Cllr Godfrey Bland and I met with Lee Colyer, Director of Finance, Policy and 
Development, and Stephen Baughen, Head of Planning on 9th August 2019. 
 
The situation has now been clarified as outlined below. 
 
TWBC did initiate a meeting with Dandara and Leander to discuss the possibility of the 
companies working together on one development for these adjacent sites. This was in the 
context of allocating the site in the Draft Local Plan, rather than Leander's current 
planning application or Dandara's recently refused application. 
 
The rationale for this was that in TWBC's opinion the Dandara/Copthall Avenue 
application was a well-designed application that was flawed because of a lack of 
appropriate access and that the Leander/ Westfield application proposed a weaker 
design with better access arrangements. Dandara have made it clear that they intend to 
appeal the refusal. TWBC felt that it was possible that both the Dandara/ Copthall 
Avenue development could be granted on appeal and the Leander/Westfield 
development or a subsequent revision to this could be approved. This would result in two 
flawed developments being imposed on Hawkhurst.  
 
TWBC officers have consistently been of the opinion that this parcel of land is appropriate 
for housing development needs. This is set out in the Sustainability Appraisal, which 
considers both development needs and environmental constraints. TWBC's aim in calling 
this joint meeting was an attempt to broker an agreement that would result in Dandara 
and Leander working together to develop the land jointly since TWBC considered this 
would result in a development that was less harmful for Hawkhurst than the possibility of 
two flawed developments. 
 
This has resulted in the inclusion of Land off Copthall Avenue and Highgate Hill (Policy 
AL/HA 6, page 250) in the Draft Local Plan, with the proviso that the site can only be 
developed if KCC Highways confirm they have no objection to the impact of the 
development on the Hawkhurst crossroads. 
 
HPC has consistently objected to and continues to object to the development of this 
land. Nevertheless, following the meeting, I understand that TWBC's actions were 
undertaken in relation to "plan-making" rather than "decision-taking". The NPPF requires 
Local Plans to "positively seek opportunities to meet the development needs of their 
area," and this is something that TWBC must be highly conscious of when assessing the 
suitability of sites for allocation. 
 



The process of deciding planning applications is separate from planning policy. 
Therefore, the inclusion of this site in the Draft Local Plan does not indicate any 
conclusion on the existing applications. However, when/if TWBC's Local Plan is approved 
and adopted, it will mean that the principle of housing on this site has been accepted. 
Any specific applications would still need to meet the planning requirements in force at 
the time, but the starting point would be that the site was considered in principle 
appropriate for development.  
 
Hopefully, this clarifies the situation we find ourselves in. It is important that we make use 
of the procedures in place to let TWBC as the Local Planning Authority know our views: 
namely, commenting on individual planning applications on the planning portal and 
responding to the consultation on the Draft Local Plan when it opens on 20th September. 
 
Clare Escombe 
Chairman, Hawkhurst Parish Council 
 


