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HAWKHURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Christmas 2021   

 

 

Hello! 

 

Well, 2021 certainly did not turn out to be what I wished for when I wrote the Christmas edition of the 

Chairman's letter last year! Let's keep our fingers crossed for 2022. 

 

2021 has proved to be a year of change for the Parish Council. It is with great sadness that I reflect on the 

loss of both Brian Fitzpatrick and Phil Jones this year. My thoughts are with their families and friends this 

Christmas. Following the elections, we also said goodbye to several longstanding councillors. My thanks 

go to, Mike Appelbe, Paul Whittle and Richard Lusty for their contributions as councillors. 

 

This year has also seen the arrival of five new councillors who have brought with them a wide range of 

skills and experience, not to mention enthusiasm and commitment. As mentioned in my October 

Chairman's letter, this has resulted in a renewed focus on maintaining and improving our existing 

facilities, in addition to the new Community and Sports Centre project at the KGV. Hopefully, you will 

see the benefits of this for yourselves next year. 

 

The reports from the Committee Chairs on the following pages include more details of the Parish 

Council's work. 

 

A quick reminder - your nominations for the KALC Community Award Scheme need to be with Richard, 

our Clerk, by 10th January 2022. There are no specific criteria for this award. It just needs to be someone 

who has made a significant contribution to our community, like Ellen Neville, our well-deserved winner 

this year. Please see the Parish Council website for details and a nomination form. 

 

Due to the publication deadline, I am writing this in the middle of November, and Christmas still feels a 

very long time away. However, at the top of my Christmas list this year is the dismissal of the Golf Club 

Appeal. I very much hope that's a gift I get to share with all of you this Christmas. 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and all the very best wishes for 2022. 

 

Take care, 

Clare Escombe 

Chairman, Hawkhurst Parish Council 
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Hawkhurst Community and Sports Centre  
 

Planning Application 
Cllr Martin Taylor-Smith said “we are pleased to advise everyone that after many meetings 
and the virus which caused a much longer than expected gestation period, the planning 
application for the new Community and Sports Centre has been submitted to TWBC. 
 

 
 
The planning application number is – 21/03490/Full and is open for public comment until 
14th December 2021. To view the planning application, please use the link below; 
 
https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-
applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage 
 
You are invited to submit comments via the TWBC planning portal by 14th December 
2021. 
 

 
 
Thank you to all those who took part in the consultations over the last few years and have 
put so much time and effort into the project” 

https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage


www.hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk                                                        3 

 

Project update December 2021 
 

A phased approach 

Step Action Est cost Est Costs Comment 

Progress so 
far 

Up to submitting planning 
application 

£59,339.20 £59,339.20 Actual cost 

     

Football 
pitches 

Deliver the improvements 
to the football pitches – 
2022 
 

£75,000 £75,000  

     

Ongoing 
Consultation 
with residents 

Continue to engage and 
liaise with residents, refine 
the project, clarify costs, 
funding and implications 
for residents.  

£5,000 £5,000 Including  
detailed 
consultation 
with the 
residents in 
the summer 
2022 

     

Playground Seek to develop the 
playground – 2022/23 
 

£100,000 £100,000  

     

Technical 
Design stage 

Finalise building technical 
design – 2023/24 
 

£140,000 £140,000  

Building Build the new community 
sports centre – 2024/25 
 

£3,011,388   

 Ancillary cost – temporary 
changing rooms, storage 

£35,000   

 Final professional fees £61,927   

Building sub 
total 

 £3,108,315 £3,108,315  

     

Overall project cost  £3,487,654  
 

Some key questions 
 

How will the Council pay for the new centre? 
The new facilities will be funded by a mix of grants, the S106 developer contributions, proceeds 
from the sale of the Copt Hall, reserves and a Public Works Loan. 

 
What will be the impact on me? (My Council precept) 

The Public Works Loan will impact on the Parish Council precept. We will clarify this and consult 
with residents before we make a decision. 
 

For further information about the  
 

Community and Sports Centre visit 
 

www.hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk/communitysportscentre 

http://www.hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk/communitysportscentre
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Facilities Update – Ros Cory 
I became the chairman of Facilities and Services Committee in May, after being on the committee 
for 2 years.  
 
In September the council voted to upgrade our facilities, this followed a period of time where only 
urgent maintenance had been undertaken. 
 
Thank you to all the FAS committee members who have been working hard, with the support of 
the HPC staff, gathering information and getting quotes for the required work to take place. 
We hope that the works listed below, will be completed as soon as possible, although time scales 
could be impacted by the national shortage of building supplies. 
 
Copt Hall. 
Work has been completed on the checks for electrical, gas and emergency lighting. The asbestos 
has been safely removed. The new heating system is being installed the week beginning 6th 
December 2021. There are ongoing repairs to the glazing, roof and guttering. The floor is to be 
resealed and kitchen refurbished with some appliances being replaced. The car park will be tidied 
and the surface improved. The outside lighting will also be improved. 
 
King George V 
The boiler for the shower and the shower heads will be replaced. 
 
Heartenoak Recreation Ground 
We have requested quotes to replace broken equipment. There will also be new play equipment 
which is to be purchased from S106 money received as part of the planning approval for 
Heartenoak Meadows. As part of Queens Jubilee, trees will be planted around the recreation 
ground to improve the tree line 
 
Cemetery  
One hundred trees will be planted as part of the Queens Jubilee Green Canopy, and the 
restoration will continue. 
 
Allotments 
Earlier this year, skips were provided for rubbish to be cleared. There has been some tree work 
along the hedgerow adjacent to Ockley Lane which is now completed. 
 
Footpaths 
There have been repairs to the fence and gate on the Fowler’s Wood footpath. 
 
Parish Office  
The roof has been repaired and the toilet area repainted. 
 
If you would like more information or would like to help with any of the projects, please contact 
me via email: Ros.cory@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk or leave a message at the Parish Office. 
 
Ros Cory 
Chair Facilities and Services 
 

mailto:Ros.cory@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk
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Closure of the High Weald Academy 
 

The closure of the High Weald Academy (HWA) was a shock to all and has had a major 
impact on those directly affected; especially the Children’s education, welfare and stress on 
families trying to cope with the sudden change. 
As one grandmother said “the step from a primary school to a secondary school for any 
child is tough enough, without all this thrown in. As a family we have had to change our 
work patterns to help cover costs, get her to the new school and cover pickups.” 
 
Hawkhurst Parish Council donated £500 to Dunks to try and help families with the 
challenges of the closure of HWA. 
 
Families from Hawkhurst with Children at HWA should contact- 
 
Lisa Panting Clerk to the Trustees on dunksclerk@outlook.com or phone 01580 388973 

1. Provide evidence that you are from Hawkhurst. 
2. The child’s name – so that KCC can verify that the child was at HWA.  

 
We know this funding will not cover all the costs and challenges but is a gesture from 
Hawkhurst Parish Council to those affected directly by the closure of HWA. 
 
The loss of a non-selective secondary school to the area is a long-term problem that needs 
addressing. 

 

KALC Community Awards 2022 

The aim of the Scheme is to acknowledge and give recognition to those that have made 

a significant contribution to their local community. 

The closing date for nominations is the 14 February 2022. 

The criteria is that the person must live in Hawkhurst and any resident of Hawkhurst can 

make a nomination. The Council will consider nominations and make an award at the 

Annual Parish Meeting in May 2022. 

Visit www.hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk for an application form 

 

Hawkhurst Fireworks 

Unfortunately, Storm Arwen got the better of the Hawkhurst Gang Bonfire 

Society this year, but we would like to thank all those volunteers who 

worked so hard on the event. 

We are sure next year will go with a BANG! 

mailto:dunksclerk@outlook.com
http://www.hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk/
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Hawkhurst Remembers 

 

 

 



www.hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk                                                        7 

 

100 years of Hawkhurst War Memorial 
At the Parish Meeting in March 1919 a scheme was agreed to erect a memorial at the crossroads 

the site was given by Mr J. Davis of the Royal Oak Hotel and the design was by Mr Liley of 

Theobalds. A vote was taken and the scheme approved. It was estimated that the cost would be 

£800. In June 1919 a shrine to the war dead of the village was erected outside the Victoria Hall 

proclaiming, “Thanks be to GOD who hath given us the Victory” and “Faithful unto Death”. 

By the Parish meeting of 1920 £550 had been given or promised 

and the expected cost had risen to £1000, questions were raised 

about the location; a cheaper proposal was made for a location 

near All Saints Church (Now Waitrose carpark), an alternative 

design by Captain Scott was proposed. On the subject of the 

cost Mr Stuteley wanted to know why there was “so much 

quibbling over the extra amount wanted. Seeing what the boys 

had done for us in keeping the Huns back from this country 

surely the other money would be forthcoming. If the Huns had 

got to our shores, we should give one last shilling and also pawn 

the coats on our backs to get them out again.” 

It seems that Mr Stuteley prevailed, and the memorial was built by Davis. At a ceremony on 

Sunday the 12th June 1921 the memorial was unveiled by Viscount Goschen of Seacox and 

dedicated by Rev. Frank Walderbrand Evans. The inscription reads “Erected in Sacred Memory of 

our fallen Heroes who gave their lives for their country. Glory to God in the highest and on earth 

peace and goodwill toward men. Geo. Rex.1921 … along with the names of 72 of “The Boys.” 

 

WWII 

In early 1947 the Parish Council requested proposals for a 

Hawkhurst war memorial. Amongst these were a youth club, a 

memorial garden with Lych-gate by All Saints Church and a small 

house for the District Nurse. Correspondence shows that the 

Council were concerned that the 1946 Public health Act may 

mean that the small house could be nationalised and taken away 

by the state. The response from the Ministry of Health, after 

going through the responsibilities and possibilities for the 

provision of housing for nurses states, “I am to remind your 

council that they have no power to provide a house for a district 

nurse.” By April 1947 the council had requested A. Burslem & Son 

to carve the additional 20 names, but it wasn’t until July 1948 

that the work was done due to Burslem’s backlog of similar work 

and the Parish Council being slow to provide the list of names. 

(PTO) 
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100 years of Hawkhurst War Memorial continued 

The new names were unveiled by Mrs Bishop of Slip Mill on Remembrance Day 1948. 

By 1967 traffic at the crossroads was considered to be an issue and the council resolved to move 

the War Memorial to All Saints, having resolved this they approached the Parochial Church 

Council, who pointed out that the only suitable place would be by the road. Alternate sites were 

considered, and quotes sought but by 1969 with an estimate of £700 - £900 the appetite seems to 

have been lost. 

 

September 2002 saw the memorial listed as a building of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 

and the roll of honour was updated in 2018. 

 

To finish thoughts from a 1968 letter from a Mr Skinner “They are intimate places – as much for 

the living as the dead. Their creation represents the tangible, if inadequate, gratitude of a 

community who survived for those who did not… It is evident that some communities take trouble 

to give their War Memorials dignity, others see them as an encumbrance, while even more, by 

familiarity, forget their existence until reminded by National commemoration.” 

 

Thanks to Pat Westgate for background information  
 

 

COVID 19 – We must keep on protecting each other 
 

COVID 19 has still not gone away and it is important to think of others, 
especially through the winter months. 

 

The last 2 years or so have been a very difficult period for many in our 
community and further afield.  

 
We are all amazed by those who continue to volunteer to help our 

community or who bravely kept working through the depths of the Covid-19 
crisis and continue to do so. 

 
Thank You 
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Community Litter Pick 
 

The day dawned wet and a little windy and we had decided in all probability no 
one would want to turn out on such a day. We were proved very wrong. The first 
person arrived before 9.30am and as keen as mustard and then someone else 
turned up and so it continued a steady trickle of keen enthusiastic litter pickers 
which totalled twelve. 

 
We supply everything that is 
needed the gloves, pickers, plastic 
bags and the hi viz jackets 
emblazoned with Hawkhurst PC 
and the village logo. Some, people 
supply their own equipment, but 
we use the bags supplied by 
TWBC. The litter picks are 
arranged through TWBC plus they 
pick up any rubbish we collect. 
 
There were three new pickers 
which was brilliant given the 
weather. So many people with the 
one aim to help keep the streets 
clean in Hawkhurst. 

It should be noted that Phil our warden does do certain areas every day, but he 
cannot cover every street, road, and by-way. 
 
After about an hour and a quarter of litter picking, we had a goodly pile of bags 
and in them was every conceivable type of rubbish from the many crisp packets 
to gas cylinders and from wheel caps to cans.  
 
We were asked several questions regarding future litter picks, one was, “could 
there be more than the two litter picks a year?” This is under discussion as to 
what other options there are apart from the twice-yearly litter picks, which will 
still go ahead. The other point raised was in respect of going outside the 30mph 
limit and unfortunately the insurance that is provided does not cover anyone 
outside the limit. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who go 
out independently every day or week to collect litter in their area of the village. 
Thank you to everyone that came. 
 
Watch this space for updates on what we are considering doing for the future 
regarding rubbish or clearing spaces. 
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Winter News 
 
As I write this update we are over halfway through November and the weather has been 
unseasonably mild. 
 
This is excellent news if you want to continue working in the garden and finish off last 
minute jobs.  
The trees are showing their true Autumn colours from bright orange and yellow through to 
the deeper reds plus a hint of green. One hard frost should see them suddenly disappear 
or maybe a strong wind. There have been frosts but not enough to send them falling. Its, 
always lovely to watch the leaves slowly twist and turn as they fall to the ground on a still 
day. It is so gentle. 
It’s also a time to be careful, because if you happen to walk on leaves that are wet and 
compacted, they can be as slippery as snow, this also applies when driving as there can 
be a risk of skidding if you brake hard. 
 
So much of nature is resting and that includes hedgehogs who look after the garden during 
the warmer months and eat the slugs and snails. They will have been looking to find a nice 
cosy place to hibernate so before you light the bonfire check that there is not a hedgehog 
fast asleep. There are boxes produced nowadays for hedgehogs to sleep in and these can 
easily be made from spare pieces of wood. Bird boxes can also be made from odd pieces 
of wood and hanging up now in a suitable place will mean it not only gets weathered, but 
the birds get used to it being there. Do not treat the wood with preservative as the smell 
will put any animal or bird off for many years. 
The deer are still active and there have been a number of fatalities in our area in recent 
weeks. There are signs dotted along many roads advising of deer. They have had the 
same runs through forests going back for a thousand years or more and do not understand 
about roads, for many animals they are clearings. 
 
With the dark nights closing in, if you go out take a torch with you and wear light coloured 
clothing or a reflective arm band which will make sure people can see you, or better still 
wear a “Hi Viz” jacket so drivers can see you if walking along an unlit road or one without a 
pavement. The same applies to people who ride bikes please make sure your bike has 
adequate lights and that you have reflective clothing. It’s difficult for a driver to see 
someone dressed in dark colours with no lights. Don’t forget to wear a helmet! 
With Christmas coming make sure candles are put out when you go to bed or if you have a 
nod off after lunch or dinner, which includes a lighted cigarette. Many accidents happen in 
the home. 
The full moon on 19th November is called the Beaver Moon which will have happened by 
the time this goes to print, and at the time of the full moon it was also the longest lunar 
eclipse for 580 years. (Update there were some lovely near full moons that week.) 
 
December 18th is the Cold Moon and January 17th, 2022, is the Wolf Moon and on 
February 16th is the Snow Moon 2022. 
 
Every moon was given a name by ancient cultures, and it reflects the seasons as they 
moved through the year, they followed the lunar month rather than the solar year which 
our calendar is based on. 
 
Stay safe as Covid is still about. 
JP 
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Superfast Broadband on its way to Hawkhurst 
Fibre to the Homes 

Many of you will have seen the Openreach Vans working throughout the village, they are 

completing the infrastructure throughout the village so that residents can access Ultrafast 

broadband.  Some of you already have access to Ultrafast broadband, you can search the 

website link below to find out if your premise’s is able to take up a fibre to the premise 

service. 

 

https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/ultrafast-full-fibre-broadband#fibrechecker 

 

A rolling programme over the next year or so is forecasted to be completed in autumn 

2022 will enable around 75% / 80% of the properties in Hawkhurst to access Ultrafast 

Broadband. You will be able to choose your broadband supplier, so consider matters 

carefully. 

 

We will know the properties not included in the Openreach roll out in Spring 2022. We will 

liaise with KCC to access government schemes to support residents to get superfast 

broadband. We will keep you updated – so look out for the next edition. 

 

Openreach would like to thank residents for their support of their operatives in Hawkhurst 

which has really helped to progress with the infrastructure build programme. 

 

Hawkhurst Parish Council 

Chairman  Ms  Clare Escombe clare.escombe@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Vice 
Chairman 

Mr Martin Taylor-Smith martin.taylor-smith@hawkhurst-
pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mr Laurence Faulkner Laurence.faulkner@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mr Simon Paish Simon.paish@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Ms Lisa Ridley Lisa.ridley@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mr John Hunt john.hunt@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mrs Ros Cory ros.cory@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mrs Barbara Weeden barbara.weeden@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mrs Jane Pyne jane.pyne@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mr Paul  Green paul.green@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mr David Blake david.blake@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr Mr David Lloyd-Owen david.lloydowen@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr  Mr  Michael Anderson michael.anderson@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Parish Office  

Parish 
Clerk 

Mr Richard  Griffiths parish.clerk@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 
 

Deputy 
Clerk RFO 

Ms Anita  Maxwell deputy.clerk@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

Office Phone 01580 752058 Mobile Phone 07907 022914 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.openreach.com%2Ffibre-broadband%2Fultrafast-full-fibre-broadband%23fibrechecker&data=04%7C01%7Cpaul.g.harding%40openreach.co.uk%7C4979cf49ec2c4a8e41c108d9ab528245%7Ca7f356889c004d5eba4129f146377ab0%7C0%7C0%7C637729193716981782%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=h%2FdNoDyp6lknUJ3YaLaj1wKJ2LM7QU2biz4Asb7aGKQ%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:Laurence.faulkner@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Simon.paish@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk
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New Year - New You 
 

Fun Train Preschool Music Classes 
 

Tuesday 9:30am – 10:15am and 10:30am – 11:15am 
hannah@funtrain.co.uk 

 

Line dancing 

 

Wednesday 10am -12noon 

Ruthyoung1937@outlook.com 

01580 850637 

 

West Kent YMCA Youth Club 
 

Tuesday 6pm – 7:30pm 
Beth.Kemp@WestKentYMCA.org.uk 

01892 542209 or Mobile 07936 948688 
 

Yoga  
 

Thursdays 9:30am – 11am 
suziejennings@rocketmail.com 

01435 883885 
 

Jane Coleman School of Dancing 
 

Thursday 3pm – 8:30pm 
jcsdancing@gmail.com 

01580 714442 
 

Taekwondo 
 

Friday 6pm -10pm 
0789 6847735 

mathewha@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Available for Hire 
 

Copt Hall and the KGV Sports Pavilion - £25 per session 
 

KGV MUGA - £15 - £8 per hour 
Contact 

01580 752058 or Email office@hawkhurst-pc.gov.uk 

 

mailto:hannah@funtrain.co.uk
mailto:Ruthyoung1937@outlook.com
mailto:Beth.Kemp@WestKentYMCA.org.uk
mailto:suziejennings@rocketmail.com
mailto:jcsdancing@gmail.com
mailto:mathewha@yahoo.co.uk

