
HPC was granted planning permission for the proposed new community centre at the KGV Playing Fields on 
13th July 2022. Planning permission is valid for three years; therefore, development needs to have 
commenced by 12th July 2025. 
 
TWBC planning officers have confirmed that construction of the overflow car park would count as 
development for the purpose of the planning application. 
 
The permission is for the plans that were submitted as part of the application. If HPC decides to amend the 
plans, it will either need to apply for new planning permission or apply for a non-material amendment 
depending on the scale of the changes. There is no option to apply for an extension to a planning application: 
it will lapse unless development has commenced. 
 
There are 22 planning conditions related to this permission, some of which HPC may need to discuss with 
TWBC with a view to amending. For example, the layout of the football pitches in the submitted plans does 
not align with the football clubs' preferred layout for the pitches. 
 
Further conditions that need to be addressed prior to any form of development (i.e. construction of the 
overflow car park) include the requirement to have approval for a sustainable surface water drainage 
scheme for the site; approval of a scheme for management and maintenance of the football pitch drainage; 
approval of a scheme for mitigation and enhancement of biodiversity. There are a number of technical 
aspects relating to the car park that need to be in place before work can start on the overflow car park. The 
external lighting scheme also needs to be approved prior to any external lighting being installed, which may 
be required for the overflow car park. 
 
None of this is insurmountable. However, from our experience monitoring the build-out of planning 
applications, we know that providing this type of information and obtaining approval can take a significant 
amount of time even for experienced developers. 
 
Therefore, it is important that the Parish Council decides on its next steps in a timely manner.  
 
HPC voted to apply for planning permission in June 2021. At that time, assurance was given to members that 
no further expenditure would be incurred (other than that required to obtain planning permission) before the 
public consultation. Therefore, it is now proposed to conduct a process of public consultation. 
 
Context is essential in a decision of this magnitude. Therefore, rather than ask residents whether they want the 
proposed community centre at a cost of £4M (see Cllr Green's paper on costs), it will be more meaningful to 
provide residents with an indication of how our existing facilities could be developed/enhanced, together with 
an estimate of the likely cost of these options. 
 
With some vision, we could transform our current facilities at a fraction of the cost of the proposed new 
community centre. However, without doubt, this would still fall short of the extensive facilities that would be 
provided by the proposed new community centre. 
 
As the Parish Council, we need to know which approach residents want us to take. Is there a desire for a new 
community centre or would residents prefer HPC to focus on upgrading and enhancing our existing facilities? 
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