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                 HAWKHURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the FULL COUNCIL meeting held on Monday 17th October 
2022 at 7:15pm at The Copt Hall, Copthall Avenue, Hawkhurst. 

 
Councillors Present: Cllr Anderson, Cllr Blake, Cllr Eccles, Cllr Cross, Cllr Cory, Cllr Faulkner, Cllr Green, Cllr 
Hunt, Cllr Paish, Cllr Ridley, Cllr Veale 
Officers Present: Ms A Maxwell (Deputy Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Two  

 

1. No members of the public spoke 

 

2. Update from KCC Member and TWBC Ward Members - none 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND REASON FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs Escombe, Cllr Lloyd-Owen on holiday, Cllr Neville TWBC 

Ward Member was unable to attend. Cllr Paish was delayed and on route. 
 

4. Declaration of Interests - Cllr Ridley in relation to Hawkfest. 
 

5. Resolved to approve the minutes from meeting of 15th August 2022 once one amendment to Cllr Ridley 
attendance and apology is corrected. 

       Minutes from Facilities and Services Committee of 1st August & 5th September - noted. 

       Minutes from Planning Committee of meeting 4th August – noted. 

       Minutes from and Strategy, Administration & Projects Committee of 22nd August – noted 

 
6. Outstanding Matters report   

Deputy Clerk’s verbal update on Remembrance and KGV Foul water – noted.   
Note: Cllr Paish joined the meeting at 7.23pm 
  

7. MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION: 

7.1 Planning applications to be considered - https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/ 
No Application No Proposal Location 

47 22/02457/FULL Single storey extension to south elevation 5 Queens Court, Queens 
Road TN18 5JE 

Inside the LTB and AONB and within the curtilage of a listed building.  However, it complies with HD4 
of the NDP as it is sympathetic to the host house.  It is a small extension with a flat roof rather than a 
hip roof in order that it does not encroach above the height of the neighbouring hedge protecting 
the site views from Dunks Alms Houses.   
Hawkhurst Parish Council recommend approval subject to the height of the hedge maintained no 
lower than the height of the new flat roof and attention given to no damage to the hedge during 
construction. 
Biodiversity net gain is now an important part of planning approval, and we should be content if this 
application is approved with the requirement for some ecological enhancements, for example bird 
boxes. Support - Vote:  10 in favour and 1 abstain 

https://twbcpa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Support Vote;  

48 22/02526/FULL Removal of condition 3 (agricultural 
occupancy condition) of planning 
permission WE/5/71/9 

Pauls Farm, Water Lane TN18 
5AX 

Removal of agricultural occupancy condition that was part of the planning approval, granted in 1971, 
that occupancy for the building is limited to an agricultural worker.  It is argued that the condition is 
no longer necessary, relevant to the original planning permission permitted, and therefore no longer 
reasonable in all other respects, in accordance with Para. 206 of the NPPF and the guidance 
contained within the NPPG (Paragraph: 003 Reference ID: 21a-003-20190723) and therefore the 
condition should be removed. 
If this condition can be proved to have been breached that there has been no agricultural occupancy 
for more than ten years, then approval to remove the condition may be forthcoming.  
It appears that this rule has been breached since 2007 if the Shortt v S of S (2014) judgement is 
followed.   
Hawkhurst Parish Council recommend approval subject to the applicant having provided sufficient 
evidence to TWBC that the condition has been breached for more than ten years. 
 
Support - Vote 8 in favour 2 against 1 abstain 

49 22/02576/FULL Erection of garage to side of property Spring Cottage, Water Lane  
TN18 5DE 

Outside the LTB and inside the AONB however it is a small addition and with a couple of small 
exceptions listed below, Hawkhurst Parish Council consider not harmful to the surrounding AONB 
given its position in a hollow between Water Lane and the higher tree lined land to the west of the 
property.   
The garage will be cladded like the adjacent building and whilst this detail meets HD4 of the 
Hawkhurst NDP that additions are sympathetic to the host house, Hawkhurst Parish Council note the 
garage would be more sympathetic to the host house with a pitched roof like the main building 
rather than a proposed flat roof.  
Hawkhurst Parish Council consider a standard garage door (that can be automated) rather than a 
roller type door is more appropriate to the surrounding environment. 
KCC Highways and Transportation raise that the applicant states there are currently two parking 
spaces and that a garage does not replace a parking space.  Hawkhurst Parish Council agree with KCC 
Highways and Transportation that further details are required on the exact locations of the two 
parking spaces following completion of the construction of a garage. 
Hawkhurst Parish Council object to the application awaiting clarification of the two parking spaces 
and in addition to the garage roof and roller type door which are not sympathetic to the host house.  
Given the site is rural we would like a requirement to satisfy a Biodiversity gain through the addition 
of bird and bat boxes.    OBJECT- Vote 9 in favour 1 against 1 abstain   

 
7.2 Resolved to approve the Personnel Committee Terms of reference - Agreed unanimously. 
 
7.3 Resolved to note to resignation of Cllr Faulkner from the Personnel Committee and approve the 
appointment of Cllr Blake to the Personnel Committee - Agreed unanimously. 
 
7.4 Resolved to approve the calling of an EGM immediately following the Personnel Committee panel 
interviews for the new clerk at a date to be advised in November - Agreed unanimously for 24th November. 
 
7.5 Resolved to approve that Hawkfest can be held at KGV Playing Field in August 2023. All agreed- noted 
Cllr Ridley did not vote as had declared in interest under section 4.  
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7.6 Resolved to approve £8,000 funds to be earmarked from General Reserves for community celebration 
of The King’s Coronation, (6th May) - Agreed unanimously. 
 
7.7 Resolved to approve the response to TWBC Air Quality survey – Cllr Green – An amended version of 
the draft was approved unanimously. 
 
7.8 Resolved to approve the internal transfer of a sum equivalent to the room letting cost for Council 
organised meetings held at the Copt Hall and Pavilion - Agreed unanimously 
This will ensure their income properly reflects the usage of the facilities.  There is no net cost to the Council 
 
7.9 Resolve to note the position of reserves and cash position as at 1st April, 30th August and 30th 
September 2022 - Agreed unanimously. 
 
7.10 Health & Safety, maintenance – budget & funding 
 
The Council noted the health and safety report sent to councillors by Cllr Green in June and agrees with 
the conclusions in the paper.  The Council also notes that actions arising from the paper have already 
commenced in some areas – such as the new fencing for the KGV playground, concrete step slabs secured, 
rubbish from behind garage removed, posts on the Moor replacement in progress, and lime trees growth 
cut back.  Agreed unanimously. 
 
The Council resolved that neglect and inaction is not acceptable and the proper care of public assets 
requires them to be safe and properly maintained.  Striving for adequacy cannot take second place to 
other considerations, and we need to demonstrate that we can be trusted to be the guardian of pubic 
assets and facilities.  Agreed unanimously 
 
The Council resolved the matters identified in the report along with other emerging health and safety 
matters, such as the fire safety report and foul water at the KGV, take priority when allocating future 
budget spend and must be the first call upon reserve monies. Agreed unanimously 
 
The Council resolved that a prioritised plan is developed for restoration and renewal of our facilities that 
needs to be delivered as soon as practicable to deliver comprehensive improvement to our facilities no 
later than the end of 2023.  Agreed unanimously 
 
The Council resolved that a new approach is required for the proper restoration of the KGV and 
Heartenoak Playgrounds – in that a holistic assessment for the improvement and ongoing maintenance is 
adopted and we should seek to let a single contract for each site for the restoration and renewal, rather 
than a piecemeal approach.  Once completed the Council should seek to let a maintenance contract to 
keep the sites to the standards we expect.  These major projects will require skills from across the Council 
to ensure that the contacts are properly let.  Other major projects that are likely to require significant 
investment are: the foul water issue at the KGV playing field; the Pavilion and the surrounding area; the 
Copt Hall; and the Office.  Taken together with the playgrounds these are the six focus areas for major 
improvement. Agreed unanimously 
 
Update from FAS meeting 6.10.22 - FAS voted to approve Safeplay, as the quote was the closest to a 
direct replacement and within budget.  The lead time with the company is approximately 4 months and 
further redesign and developing play equipment for older children would cause unacceptable delay.  
Budget implications £15,000 agreed, costs may have risen due to the quote being dated 10th August. 
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7.11. Survey of Sports Pavilion 
Motion the Council resolves to commission a survey this year to inform the Council as to its condition to 
identify matters that need attention for its proper care and maintenance, to include drive carparking and 
hardstanding areas. Agreed unanimously and Council to approach - Lambert & Foster. 
 
7.12. Fire Safety Report - The Council noted the recent Fire Safety Report and resolved to undertake all 
the recommended actions as soon as practicable - Agreed unanimously.  
 
7.13. Office - survey update - Verbal update Cllr Anderson. Resolved to approve £5400 of unspent office 
rent budget to be allocated towards the professional cost of architects and survey fees for the office to 
provide a safe and clean office for staff and public visitors.  Agreed unanimously. 
 
7.14 Foul water at KGV 
Council unanimously resolved that the £15,000 budget from within this year’s Village fund which was to go 
towards pitch drainage issues at the KGV playing fields to be earmarked for the resolution of the foul water 
issue.  Should cost be in excess of this then monies should be used from Council reserves as per item 7.10 
above.  
 
8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND UPDATES - verbal updates received relating to FAS, SAP, 

Planning and the NDP Steering Group. 
 

9. Financial update and Schedule of payments made since last Council meeting – noted 

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE – None. 
 
11. NOTES & INFORMATION – Deputy Clerk provided a verbal update on the following; 

• To note that Mrs J Schalburg is nominated to take over from Mrs R McChesney at the next HCT 
2018 AGM. To be held on 14th November. All Councillors are invited to attend. Cllr Veale helpfully 
explained background procedure/ around the different type of Trustees that make up the charity 
HCT 2018. (Noted not to be confused with HCT, HCT 2018 is a different Charity with different aims.) 

• Hawkhurst Parish Council achieved a Silver Award in the Village in Bloom competition for 2022. 

• New urn purchased for Copt Hall kitchen, has been a success. The WI Chair phoned the office to say 
thank you for sorting out the problem and purchasing a new one. 

 
12. BURIALS – noted. 
       Josephine Margaret Smith 12.09.22 
       Angela Denise Wisner 09.09.22 
 
13. Date of next meeting 21st November 2022 – noted. 
 
14. Confidential – Moved to closed session - Personnel Committee Minutes, 5th May 2022 - noted. 
 
15. CLOSURE: Meeting closed at 8.45 PM 
 
 

Signed Chairman…………………………………………………………………………Date…………………… 
 
 
 


